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VOL, XXI AIR CORPS. NEWS NO. 21. 
Information Division | Munitions Building © 
Air Corps November 1, 1938 Washington, D.C. 
. The chief 


nautics to. the ng P 
and others connected with aviation, 


pooe of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
ly ersonnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard 
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NAVIGATION OF THE HOWARD HUGHES AROUND THE WORLD FLIGHT 
By Lieut. Thomas L, Thurlow, Air Corps 


The navigation for the Howard Hughes 
Around the World Flight was performed by 
Harry P.M. Connor, Lieutenant, U.S. Navy 
Reserve, and Thomas L, Thurlow, First 
Lieutenant, Air Corps. The instruments 
carried and used during the flight were 
as follows: 

Drift Meter; The meter was of the op- 
tical, bent tube type, with trail sight- 
ing feature. The instrument was of unit 
power with an erect a and 20 degree 
real field. The line o 
able from 10 degrees forward of the ver- 
tical to 65 —— aft by means of a 
prism rotated by a push-pull cable. The 


reticule was fixed, and was edge illumin- 


ated for night work. Drift was measured 
by rotating the instrument about the 
axis of the vertical tube which passed 
vertically down through the fuselage for 
ward of the navigator's table. 
pupil was 10 mm. ip diameter and the 
eye distance 1 and = inches. The instru 
ment was designed for 
stallation by Lieut. Thurlow and built 
by the Vard Mechanical Laboratory and 
Penn Optical Co., both of Pasadena, 
Calif. 
Remote 
ler for 
matic pilot was mounted in a convenient 
location in the navigator's compartment. 
Incorporated in the controller was a me- 
chanism to allow for the backlash of the 
flexible cable connecting the controller 
with the automatic pilot. The backlash 
mechanism plus a dial indicator permit- 
ted the navigator to turn the airplane 
the exact amount desired. 
ler is being supplied to the Air Corps 
+ Sperry Gyroscope Co., Brooklyn, 


‘Aperiodic Co ss: A Pioneer aperiodic 
/. COMpass, similar to the Air Corps Type 
D-10, was mounted in an accessible posi- 


tion to the right of the navigator's 
seat, 


irectional Control: 





Yer tical Face Gompass: An experimental 
KolIsman vertical face aperiodic compass 


was mounted at eye level near the rear 
edge of the navigator's table. 

elorus: An optical pelorus, similar 
in principle to the Air Corps Type A-2, 
was Carried, This instrument was built 
by the Vard Mechanical Laboratory, 


A control-~ 
é@ directional unit of the auto- stok, Red and Blue Azi 


| Pasadena, Calif. 

| §extant; The sextant used was a 

| stan ausch and Lomb bubble sextant, 
| similar to the Air Corps Type A-6. 

| Chronometers;: <A pair of Longines 

| chronometer watches set to GCT and GST 

| were used as standard timepieces. lLon- 
ines hack watches were worn for observ- 
ing. 

' Dead reckoning computer: A Dalton 
|Model G Dead Reckoning Computer, manu- 





sight was rotat-| factured by Keuffel and Esser Co., was 


used for the solution of graphical dead 
| reckoning problems. This instrument is 
'identical with the Air Corps Type £-6. 
Line of Position Computer: 4A mechan- 
ical computer for reducing celestial 
observations, the computer incorporating 








| certain Nautical Almanac data. 
Miscellaneous Computers: Several 

The exit | speed-time-distance, airspeed, and alti- 

i tude correction computers were carried, 


+ these being identical with Air Corps 
the particular in- | Types E-1 and D-J. 


| Miscellaneous Devices and Tables: Air- 
| speed calibration and compass deviation 
|cards were located in clearly visible 
|positions. The Hydrographic Office pub- 
ications carried were “ge Dreison- 
muth Tables, 

Useful Tables, and Radio Aids to Naviga- 
tion. Necessary plotting equipment and 
several Air Corps navigation tables in 
common use were carried by the individ- 


ual navigators. 
Two complete sets of 


Maps and Charts: 
maps, charts, and plotting sheets for 


the entire route, including alternate 





This control- and emergency stops, were stowed conven- 


ient to the navigator's seat. 

Drift Seanels: Twenty drift signals 
were carried, ese being identical with 
the Air Corps Type X~-1C. 

& hatch with a demountable windshield 
was provided for celestial observations. 
In addition, the glass in two windows 
near the rear of the fuselage was re- 
placed with a superior grade to enable 
reliable observations to be made through 
them. Mounting brackets for the pelorus 
were placed by each of these windows. 

Prior to the flight it was decided 
that the navigators would stand four- 
hour shifts, these to be reduced one 
half if deemed aarseents near whe Fann 

s . 
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es 


of the flight (the reduction was not 
made), The navigator on duty was to be 
held somphetely responsible for the navi- 
gation during his watch. 

The navigation during the flight was 
unique only in that celestial navigation 
was used to a much greater and radio 
navigation to a lesser extent than 
on usual flights of this nature. The 
celestial merigation was unique in that 
weather conditions made necessary the 
use of the moon in approximately 60 per- 
cent of the observations taken. 

Of the total flight time, approximate- 
ly 10 pares was made in instrument 
conditions, 60 percent over an overcast, 
and 30 percent contact. Since the maps 
for the greater part of the flight were 
of extremely small scale and sometimes 
sketchy over large areas, little use 
could be made of pilotage curing the 30 
percent of the time that weather condi- 
tions permitted. Frequently, during pe- 
riods when pilotage normally would have 
been poset e, the maps were put aw 
ond plotting sheets were used in their 
place. 

The flight was made near full moon 
(sun and moon opposite) and in high la- 
titudes (extremely long days). Conse- 
quently, it was seldom that more than a 
single celestial line of position could 
be obtained. Due to the weather encoun- 
tered, no running fixes using a single 
body could bé.made. Every effort was 
made to discover rivers, coast lines, 
mountain ranges and other prominent sur- 
face details which previous position 
lines could be made to cross for a fix. 
Numerous fixes of this nature were made. 

After several hours of instrument con- 
ditions over the Atlantic, two radio 
fixes were attempted, using loop bear- 
ings on 6 surface. craft from 300 to 500 
miles distant. 
satisfactory, one fix resulting in a 
very ee triangle with center of gravi- 
ty 60 miles south of the course and the 
second in a smaller triangle with center 
40 miles north of the course. Following 
these fixes, a sun observation was imme- 
diately taken and the line laid down, A 
twilight star line was brought forward 
to cross it, the resulting fix being 15 
miles south of the course. A later sun 
sight, with the sun at right angles to 
the course, verified the fix as to dis- 
tance off course. A landfall (Ireland) 
was made within five miles of the point 
indicated by the above fix and the sub- 
sequent dead reckoning. The above were 
the only radio fixes attempted during 
the flight. 

As soon as it. was possible to do so 
when approaching a destination, a radio 
bearing was taken on the station at that 
point as a check upon the other naviga- 
tion, Since-in all cases the above bear- 
ings were within 5 degrees of the nose, 
the bearing was disregarded and the dead 
reckoning and celestial navigation were 


These were decidedly un- | 


-2 


assumed correct. The assumption was jus- 
tified in all cases. 
| Exclusive of take-offs and landings 
|}and short period before reaching Paris 
when it was necessary to dodge some ex- 
| tremely low skud, the automatic pilot 
'was in continuous operation, thus per- 
mitting the navigator, by usi the re- 
mote control, to exercise complete di- 
-rectional control over the airplane and 
‘free the pilot for calculations involv- 
| ing fuel consumption, power, and balance. 
'The opinion of the crew was unanimous 
| that such an arrangement is essential 
‘in extremely long range flights. 
| Exclusive of a few short periods, the 
altitude maintained was from ten to six- 
teen thousand feet. The navigator not 
'on duty relieved other members of the 
crew so that each member was able to 
sleep about three hours per day, The 
.effect of altitude and lack of suffici- 
ent sleep was exhausting, making a 
mechanical computer.for the reduction of 
celestial observations highly desirable. 
This was borne out during the Fairbanks- 
'Minneapolis leg. It became necessary on 
| this leg to check the compass severa 
times by sun bearings, the sun's azimuth 
‘being determined from the Red Book, The 
computations required triple the time 
normally required, due to simple mis- 
takes even though the observer took oxy- 
,gen several minutes before making and 
reducing the observations. 
_ No trouble was experienced in measur- 
ing drift over water during daylight 
hours, Overcast conditions at night al- 
lowed the use of only three drift sig- 
nals, from each of which a satisfactory 
drift was measured. 

Due to generally smooth air and the 
extreme stability of the airplane on the 
automatic pilot, after the first few ob- 
servations the number of sights used for 
/an averazse was reduced to five. As 
nearly as can be ascertained, all obser- 
vations yielded lines well within 10 
‘Miles of true. On several occasions an 
average of only three observations was 
‘used, It is believed that these obser- 
‘vations also fell within the above maxi- 
/mum limit. 
_Every reasonable means for determining 
wind information for the dead reckoning 
was employed, The Air Corps Type E-6 
Dead Reckoning Computer was used for the 
| Solution of dead reckoning Sb ange ot 
| both in determining and app ying the 
|wind, The extreme versatility and com- 
'pactness of this computer made it a val- 
juable accessory for _ purpose used, 

a ---000--- 
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Colonel George H, Brett, Air Corps, has 
been detailed as a member of the General 
Staff ee and assigned to the General 
Staff with troops and as Chief of Staff 
of the General Headquarters Air Force, 
Langley Field,. Va. 
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THE 1937 AWARD OF THE MACKAY TROPHY 


In one of the many shields on tne sil- 
ver~covered base on which is mounted the 
Mackay Trophy, another inscription was 
recently added, and it reads as follows: 

1937 
Captain Carl J. Crane, Air Corps 





device for aircraft. Not ay did they 
develop this control system, but they 
conducted the many and tedious test 
flights which demonstrated the practica- 
bility of the automatic landing system, 
Their achievement may not have been as 
spectacular as any of the feats for 
which the Trophy heretofore has been 
awarded, but the successful accomplish- 





Captain George V. Holloman, Air Corps 

For development and demonstration of 

the original automatic landing device 
for aircraft. 


On Friday morning, October 14, 1938 
the office of the Hon, Harry H. Woodring, 
Secretary of War, in the State Building, 
was the scene of the presentation by him 
to two Air Corps officers, Captains Crane 
and Holloman, of gold medals emblematic 
of the Mackay bites which bear the in- 
stars bays given above. 

This automatic landing system was de- 
signed by Captain Crane, Director %f the 
Instrument and Navigation Laboratory at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, and, working 
with Captain Holloman, he conducted prac- 
tically all of the flight tests whi 
brought to a successful conclusion the 
automatic landing system. The various 
units of automatic control were designed 
by these officers, Mr. Raymond K, Stout, 
project engineer at the Air Corps Mater- 
lel Division, Wright Field, Ohio, and Mr. 
C.D. Barbulesco, of the Signal Corps 
Aircraft Radio Laboratory, which labo- 
ratory essisted materially in the design 
and construction of various units enter- 
ing into the automatic landing system. 

In Ai sag the Mackay Trophy to 
Captains Crane and Holloman, Mr. Woodri 

ears ago the first award 


stated: 

"Twenty-six y 
of the Mackay Trophy was made to the 
then Infantryman and now Chief of the 
Army airmen, Major General Henry H, 
Arnold. The occasion was - for those 
days of aerial pioneering - a momentous 
and monumental reconnaissance flight 
from College Park in Maryland, via what 
is now the Army War College, to Fort 
Myer in Virginia and return. General 
Arnold successfully accomplished his 
flight of 41 minutes in a ship powered 
with a 40-horsepower engine. 

Since 1912, the National Aeronautic 
Association and its predecessor, the 
Aero Club of America, have awarded the 
Trophy for long: distance flights, alti- 
tude flights, non-stop transcontinental 
flights, Pan-American, California-Hawaii, 
Washingtou-Alaska and Around the World 
flights, mid-winter flights and tea 
graphic flight - all record-breaking 
achievements in their time. The award 
has also been bestowed for speed records 
attained in peace and for gallant ser- 
vice. on the aerial front in war. — 

Today, somewhat of a new note is 
struck, The Mac Trophy goes to Cap- 
tains Crane and Holloman for the devel- 
opment of the original automatic landing 


| commercial as well as military - as did 


| gone by. 


by 


— assigned to Hamilton Fie 


men*+ of their experiments promises as 
much for the advancement of aviation - 





the army's aerial exploits of the years 
Assurance of the maximum : 
| safety in aerial travel is the goal 
towards which all airmen continuously: 
strive. These two Captains of the Air 
Corps have achieved much towards the 
attainment of that goal, <A history- 
maki stride. has been taken towards 
the elimination of the Magar 4 of 
human error in the landing of aircraft 
under adverse weather conditions, 

We all = that illness prevents 
Mr. Mackay from being with us today. 
| We are happy to have with us, however, 
Mr. Horner, Chairman of the National 
Aeronautic Association, who is custo- 
dian of the Trophy donated by Mr. 

Mackay in 1912 for award to the officer 
or officers of the Army making the most 
meritorious flight of the year, It is 
also our pleasuro to greet on this oc- 
casion Mr, Raymond Stout, from the Air 
Corps Materiel Division at Wright Field, 
the very able engineer whose pho 
tion with Captains Crane and Holloman 
so materially advanced the project to a 
successful conclusion, . 

In presenting this gold medal emblem- 
atic of the Trophy, I “ty whet to Captain 
; Crane and to Captain Holloman my person- 
al admiration, and I extend to them the 
| sincere congratulations of all their 
| comrades in the Army of the United 
| States," 
| 


a 
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| NEW OBSERVATION PLANE FOR COLORADO N.G, 


' The 120th Observation Squadron, 45th 
| Division, Colorado National Guard, re- 
ceived its first new 0-47A Observation 
|plane on October 22nd, when Captain 
John K, Nissley, Regular Army Instructor 
for the 120th, flew it from the North 
| American plant in Los Angeles, with 
|Licut. James’ B, Morris as his observer. 
This latest type plane exceeded the 
Squadron's fondest ape, -oteeining a re- 
markable speed on the trip from the West 
Coast. Captain Nissley reported that 
the plane handled perfectly. It is the 
first of six which will eventually be 
delivered to the nove Squadron, 


Major Karl H, DeFord, Air Corps, has 
been relieved from duty on-.the staff and 
faculty cf the Air Corps Tactical School 

Calif. 
879, A.C. 
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ECHOES FROM THE FORT BRAGG MANEUVERS 


The truck convoy of the Headquarters 
and Headquarters Squadron, 8th suit 
Group, Langley Field, Va., left that 
station at 5; a.m, September 29th, 


and arrived at Fort Brags N.C., at 4:00 
p.m,, for participation in the Joint 
Antiaircraft-Air Corps Field Exercises. 


The air echelon, scheduled to leave 
Langley -Pield on the same date, trans- 
porting a mumber of officers and enlist- 
ed men to-Port Bragg, was forced to re- 
main there until the morning of October 
lst,, due to unfavorable weather condi- 
tions. After raining almost stead]. 
for the first two days, the weather be- 
came very favorable, and operations went 
on steadily and. uneventfuliy. 

A 45-minute "Black-ort" between the 
hours of 7:00 and 10:00 p.m., on October 
13th, presented a very impressive, war- 
like scene, creating wide interest among 
the residents of this section, who co- 
operated nicely during the "Black-out." 

The largest concentration of troops 
ever held on the east coast has been 





very successful and, fortunately, it was. 
/yet begun, 


carried out with no casualties to men- 
tion, and now that the conclusion of the 
"war" ig drawing near all units will 
soon be making preparations for return- 
ing to their aome stations. 


The 33rd Pursuit Squadron, 8th Pursuit. 
A _ | day, Randolph Field personnel were tak- 
fron in the recent Anti-aircraft - Air | 


Gro ley Field, Va., went "up 
Corps Joint Maneuvers, operating out of 
"defense" airdrome at Maxton, N.C., with 
18 PB-2's. The boys got the feel of 
some realistic Pursuiting in the patrols 
and intercepting of"enemy" aircraft, The 
pilots figure that tactically this was 
one of the best wars they have partici- 
pated in for a long time, and that it 
served to bring out much valuable infor- 
mation of great interest to all Air Corp 
Personnel, Needless to add, getting hom 
to Langley Field was the best pl of 
the maneuver, since tents at night, even 
in the Sunny South, are cold affairs. 
Encamped at Knollwood Airport, South- 
ern Pines, N.C., during the Fort Br 
Maneuvers, the 36th Pursuit Squadron,8th 
Pursuit Group, Langley Field, Va., were 
guests of a most delightful southern 
hospitality. They had a very convenient 
set-up for the maneuver exercises with 
anti-aircraft. Aside from the chilly 
nights and early morning alert periods, 
everything was quite pleasant, Accord- 
ing to the scribe of the 36th, the most 
appealing factor was the accessibilit 
of some of the best golf courses of the 
country, located at Scithern Pines and 
Pinehurst. He added, however, that two 
weeks proved to be long enough to live 
in tents and that the personnel were not 
-? ot averse to returning to their home 
station, 


~4- 
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With a heavy coat of tan, and in the 
pink of condition, the 27th Pursuit 
Squadron, lst Pursuit Group, returned 
to Selfridge Field, Mt, Clemens, Mich., 
from Fort Bragg, N.C., where they parti- 
cipated in the Anti-aircraft Exercises 
held at that station, peprossmahecy 150 
enlisted men were brought back in 15 
B-18 Bombers. Part of them returned in 
the evening, and the remainder the fol- 
lowing morning. All of the pilots, fiy- 
ing P-35 Pursuit planes, -returned a few 
days earlier. i 

mmm QD) 0 mee 


NEW HANGAR AT ALBROOK FIELD 


Construction work on a new hangar on 
the fiying line at Albrook Field, Panama 
Canal Zone, continues, with the steel 
work nearly complete. The hangar will 
be occupied by the 24th and 29th Pursuit 
Squadrons, while the 44th Reconnaissance 
Squadron will take over the hangar which 
the two Pursuit squadrons are now using. 
Changes in plans for the concrete run- 
ways which are to be laid have delayed 
that projoct, and construction has not 
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RANDOLPH FIELD MEN CATCH UP IN TRAINING 


With as many as fifty airplanes on ex- 
tended navigation flights en a single 


ing advantage of the lull between class- 


| es to comply with their War Department 


Office estimated that airplanes 


training directive. The Post Poros 
rom 
Randolph Field flew approximately 250,000 


miles — equal to ten round-the-world 


| trips - without a forced landing or ac- 


| 


| 


' 
! 
‘ 
] 


/ weeks of train 
of almost 100 hours 


'‘ when i 


cident, and all this during a period of 
three woeks, the interval between stu- 
dent training classes. 
"This record," says the News Letter 
Comnmenanent. "igs particularly enviable 
is realized that these BT-9's 
were used daily on the final stages of 
the last class, and during the last few 
ing built up an average 
"During th  heew dare, rid 
ing the pas rty s, ending 
on October 15th, a total of B86 clear- 
ances was issued by Post Operations, the 


' ultimate destination of the planes be- 


+ 
] 
! 


; tion during the month. 


ing almost eo | State in the Union. 
A-1? airplanes led the list of visiting 
ships during the month, 16 of them drop- 
ping into the "West Point of the Air." 
lose on the heels of tne A-17's came 
the B-18's, 13 of them visiting the sta- 
A total of 20 
types were cleared through Post Opera- 
tions, including 4 Boat Re" 
mmm U)0 wae 

Lieut. Colonel David A, Myers, Medical 
Corps, has been relievod from duty in 
the. Office of the Chief of the Air Corps 
and assigned to duty at Moffet Field,Cal. 
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PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL FLYING TIME STATISTICS 
By the Randolph Field Correspondent 


Airplanes assigned to Randolph Field, 
Texas, the "West Point of the Air," flew 
a total distance of more than 90 times 
around the world at the equator duri 
the single month of September, the total 
mileage being 2,251,62 These figures 
are based on the recognized cruising . 
speeds of the various t 
the station and are indicative of the 
tremendous amount of student traini 
which is handled at the Air Corps Prima- 
ry Flying School. To put it in other 
words, every night when the last hangar 
deor is closed, Randolph Field airplanes 


have made three "round the world" flights 


since the ships were rolled out that 
méerning. $ ; 

With the two largest classes ever to 
be in training at the station ae 
last three months ending September san 
even more remarkable record has been es- 
tablished. <A total of 42,359 hours and 
20 minutes time in the air was completed 
with only one fatality - Flying Cadet 
A.B, Stubbs, who was fatally injured 
when another plane crashed into his own 
while on the ground at.one of the outly- 
ine airdromes. Only one other student 
flier among the 545 who were in training 
required any hospital attention during 
this period, <A flying cadet was treated 
fer a bruised right arm, received in a 
minor accident.a few weeks ago, 

During the month of September, 
17,373:05 flying hours were amassed, and 
this sets a record for a single month at 
Randolph Field and is believed to he the 
greatest number of hours flown at any 
U.S. Army Air Corps station during a 
similar period of time, The figure for 
the month of September surpasses by al- 
most 900 hours the former record of Ran- 
dolph Field, established in August of 
this year, when 16,504:05 hours were 
flown, 

These 17,373 airplane hours were di- 
vided between the Primary and Basic type 
airplanes, as follows: Primary -6,964:40 
hours for an estimated mileage of 
731,290 miles at about 105 miles per 
hour; Basic airplanes - 10,358:25 hours 
for an estimated mileage cf 1,512,338 
miles at about 146 miles per hour, Fin- 
ally, two Bombardment type airplanes as- 
signed to the station flew 49:55 hours, 
or about 8,000 miles, all for a grand 
total of 2,251,628 miles during a single 
month. 

The number of airplanes in commission 
at Ramdolph Field varies somewhat from 
day to day» but a conservative estimate 
reveals that about 300 planes-are avail- 
able for student training, 185 of these 
being Primary training types and 115 
Basic trainers. e ? 

The 46th School Squadron, which main- 
tains a portion of the Basic trainers, 
had 16 airplanes which flew more than | 


es of picones at 


100 hours during the month, the highest 
figure for any single airplane in that 
squadron being 133. hours and 20 minutes. 

The 52nd School Squadron, which main- 
tains the remainder cf the Basic train- 
ing airplanes, turned out 19 apepeeeey 
mew Bi flew over. 100 hours, the highest 
figure for an individual ship being 
126:55 hours. 
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KELLY PURSUIT PLANE UNDER RIFLE FIRE 


The Crew-Chief mechanic of a P-12E 
airplane assigned to the Pursuit Section 
of the Air Corps Advanced Flying School 
at og | Field, Texas, got the surprise 
of his life when making his routine me- 
chanical inspection of the airplane upon 
its landing from its first a mis- 
sion on Thurs , October 20th. 8 
found a bullet hole in one of the ailer- 
ons, apparently made by someone taki 
& pot shot at the airplane while it was 
in flight. It has been determined that 
the damage done to the control surface 
was caused by high power rifle fire. 

The pilot of the plane on the mission, 
who miraculously escaped eo pa and 
posesoan death from the rifle fire - 

lying Cadet John Bailey Henry, Jr., 22, 
of Charlotte, Texas, a student of the 
Pursuit Section - was unaware that he 
had been fired upon, and when the bullet 
hole was pointed out to him he undoubt- 
edly got a bigger thrill than his me- 
chanic, Sergeant Mason H, Minnix, 6lst 
 eaeea Squadron, who first discovered 


Cadet Henry had been engaged ina 
routine training flight in the general 
vicinity of the area northwest cf Kelly 
Field, and field officials are of the 
opinion that his plane was fired upon 
in that locality, It was further point- 
ed out that the person firing the shot 
thoughtless did so, assuming that the 
plane coulcn't be hit and not realizing 
that the life of the pilot as well as 
thoseof civilians on the ground were 
endangered, Had the pilot been hit by 
the rifle fire, or even if the bullet 


had panenreset a more vital part of the 
airplane it might have gone out of con- 
trol and crashed to the ground, with 


possibly fatal results to both the pilot 
and others, as well as great damage to 
government and private property. 
It is believed that the plane was hit 
some time between 8:30 and 9:30 a.m, 
Cadet Henry is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 





John Bailgy Henry, Sr., of Charlotte, 
| Texas. aks - P 


Captain Oscar L. Rogers, Air Corp 
was promoted to the grade of et 2 
porary), effective October 8, 1938, 
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NEW WING COMMANDER ARRIVES IN PANAMA 


Shortly after noon on October 14th, the 
16th Pursuit Group, which is based at 
Albrook Field, passed in aerial review 
above ‘the Transport ST, MIHIEL as it ap- 
prosmed its dock at Balboa, welcoming 
rigadier General and Mrs. Herbert A. . 
oe to their new station in the Canal 

one, ios 

General Dargue is the newly gop 
Commanding General of the 19th Wing, suc- 
ceeding Brigadier General George H.Brett 
On the following evening, at the Union 
Club in Panama City, a reception was 
held in honor of General and Mrs. Dargue, 
which was attended by the officers an 
ladies of Albrook Field. 

The 19th ae welcomes its new Command- 
er and wishes for him a happy and suc- 
cessful tour of duty. 


ae 
RECORD FLYING TIME FOR GRADUATING CLASS 
Accordi to the Kelly Field Corres- 


pondent, Class 38-C, which graduated 
from the Air Corps Training Center on 
. October 5, 1938, is believed to have es- 
tablished quite an enviable record in 
ES and maintenance. 

ng the period from July 5 to Octo- 
ber 5, 1938, a total of 26,781 aircraft 
hours was flown by airplanes at Kelly 
Field. The average hours flown per stu- 
dent was 111:43. The average number of 
airplanes on hand daily was 152, or a 
daily average in commission of 75.5%. 
The average number of hours flown per 
airplane in commission during the period 
was 179:35. 

The 6lst School Squadron, commanded by 
Captain Elmer T, Rundquist, Air Corps, 
led the Air Corps Advanced Flying School 
organizations in maintenance. During 
the three-month period, that organiza- 
tion maintained a daily average of 89% 
ef their airplanes in commission. Con- 
sidering the fact that these’ airplanes 
are obsolete, this record speaks well 

for the efficiency of this Squadron. 


LECTURES FOR PHILIPPINE ARMY OFFICERS 
ine Army officers 


Twenty-six Philipp 
from different stations throughout the 
elago, who are now at-.. 


Philippine secur 
tending the Philippine Army Supply 
School in Manila; visited Nichols Field 
during September for the purpose cf re- 
ceiving practical and theoretical in- 
struction in the U.S, Army Air Corps 
Supply System, Ay 

e officers were escorted about the 
hangars and the several activities of 
the station to afford them first-hand 
information as to the. daily function of 
the.4th Composite Group, after which. 
illustrated talks were delivered on the 
‘following subjects: 
"Kits and Sets in Maintenance of A.C. 


inti < ARN aS ee 





| Equipment," by lst Lieut. Tom W, Scott, 
|Air Cerps. ; 
| "A.C, Shops in Manufacture and Main- 
| tenance of Air Corps Supplies," by 
| Captain F,A. Bacher, Air Corps. 
'Procurement, Preservation and Storage 
‘of Air Corps Supplies," by Mr. G.D. . 
Cline, Philippine Air Depot. 

"Storage and Maintenance of Photo- 
ic Supplies," by Tech. Sgt. George 





graph 
| H. Fisher. 
| "Supply Procedure in the Air Corps 

| Squadron," by Sergeant Clayton Hall. 

| "Movements of Supplies and their in- 
terruption by Airplanes," by Major 
Charles Backes, Air Corps. 

"Emergency Landing Field Requirements" 
by Captain Alden R. Crawford, Air Corps. 
"Airplanes for 4 Distribution, " 

by lst Lieut. F.E, Calhoun, Air Corps. 
Upon the completion of the lectures, 

an ee was held on September 

| 23rd. 

| First Lieut. Frederick E, Calhoun, who 

is Property and Supply Officer of the 

Air Depot, coordinated the instruction 

'in connection with the visit of the 

| Philippine Army sr se 

---000--- 





| PAN-AMERICAN CO-PILOT FLIES AT NICHOLS 
| 


As a recent article in a Manila news- 
paper put it, "Clipper Pilot Takes a 
Busman's Holiday," so d:es it appear 
when some young man reports at Head- 
quarters, Nichols Field, P,I., and re- 
Srrged that he be permitted to put in a 

ittle time in an Army plane, s a 
great number of the Pan-American co- 
|pilots are also members of the Air Corps 
‘Reserve, they are accordingly permitted 
to pilot Army aircraft. Such was the 
case when Clifton George, navigating of- 
'ficer of Clipper planes, recently put 
iin some time while awaiting the depar- 

i ture of the China Clipper cn a trip to 
China. . 

Asked to comment on his experiences 
back and forth over the "Blue," he would 
only say "It's a lot of water we fly 
over." And all the Nichols Field Cor- 
respondent can say is - "That Uncle Sam 
is putting out some mighty fine pro- 
ducts from the West Point of the Air," 
‘and when one of the boys steps into 
|Headquarters while on scheduled flights 
to the Orient it seems as though the 
United States mainland is "only over 
| the hill" instead of seven thousand 
imiles distant. 








---000--- 





| A group ef about 116 student officers 
of the Alr Corps ite Flying School, 
Randol h Ficld, Texas, in charge of 
‘Major W.H, Reid, Engineering Officer of 
Be —— made tay as te care 
ithrough the Hngineering and Depot Supp 
|Departments of the San anvenlo hae 
|\Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, September 
i27th to 29th, inclusive, . 
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AERIAL GUNNERY TRAINING OF AIR CORPS PERSONNEL 


Flight "B" of the 16th Observation 
Squadron recently completed the initial 
period of aerial goed training for 
the current fiscal year, Moving by air 
and motor operey 8 officers and 20 en- 
listed men of this unit, with two at- 
tached officers from the lst Battalion 
of the 83rd Field Artillery, Fort Ben- 
ning, Ga., and one attached medical at- 
tendant, arrived at Eglin Field, Valpa- 
raiso, Fla., on September 10th and llth, 
1938, for a two-weeks' period of train- 
ing » beginning on Monday, ag 12th. 
j Ollowing the e ble of the Flight 

B" personnel, the attached officers 

took along their fishing and swimming 
ot, amg but proved to be better range 
officers and. convoy officers than fisher- 
men, in which latter capacity they were 
about down to par with Flight "B" offi- 
cers. 

Left at home in command was lst Lieut. 
James Van G, Wilson, newly assigned to 
the Flight from. the Autogiro School 
with one autogiro, one BI-2B-1 and 25 
enlisted men, First Lieut. Frank P. 
Hunter, Jr., also newly assigned from 
the Autogiro School, was on leave. The 
following officers made the cr 

Captains Reuben Kyle, Jr., W.H.Tunner, 
ist Lieut. T.D, Ferguson, Air Corps; 2nd 
Lieuts, W.W., Amorous, T.M, Bartley, Jr., 
P.W. Tibbets, M.S, Zipp, B.B. Taylor, 
Air Reserve; lst Lieut. D.E. Means, 
Field Artillery, and 2nd Lieut. G. 
McCutcheon, Field Artillery Reserve, both 
from the lst Battery, 83rd Field Artil- 
lery, Fort Benning, Ga. 

For firi three 0-46A airplanes were 
used, two of which were loaned to Flight 

B" by the Commanding Officer ef Maxwell 
Field, Ala., to whom thanks are due for 
such valuable cooperation and assistance. 

The firing was conducted with a free- 
dom from jams and malfunctinnings, which 
reflected favorably on the efficiency of 

he armament personnel. A total of 
8,0CO rounds was expended, with gratify- 
ing results shown on the score card. 


High score. was’ made by 2nd Lieut. Paul 
W. Tibbets, Air Reserve, who, firing 
with a wing gun, scored 50 hits out of 


50 rounds on Phase 2-500, and 46 hits 

out of 50 rounds on Phase 1-500 while 
engaged in record firing, for a total 
score of 414 points out of a possible 
S00, The News Netter Correspondent be- 
lieves that this may constitute a record 
for total rounds placed in a target with 
a wi gun, 

A portable SCR-192 radio set was taken 
along and set up in the operations tent, 
from which point two-way voice radio com- 
mnication with pilots in the air was 
Mainteined. Communication with the 

range wag via field telephone. This sys- 
tem of communication has been tested by 
Flight "B" dari revious gunnery pe- 
riods at Eglin Field, and has been satis- 


factory as an additional safety measure 
and a very valuable convenience in many 
different ways. 

All firing was completed during the 
morning hours, Afternoon activitiés con- 
sisted principally of fishing and swin- 
ming. Some very fine fish were almost 
caught but, nf course, the big ones got 
away. Surf swimming and sun bathing 
were excellent at Tower Beach, at which 
pines the son cong of the Flight could 

e found during the afternoons, with 
pet | muscles, sunburned backs and newly 
cultivated moustaches on display, One 
entire day was devoted to deep sea fish- 
aoe by the enlisted personnel of the 
Flight, and this time some of the big 
ones did not get away. 

At the end of the first week, the at- 
tached officers were replaced by 2nd 
Lieuts. B.M. Barksdale, Field Artillery, 
and J.P. Hines, Field Artillery Reserve, 
who functioned as range officers during 
the second week and as.convoy officers 
on ‘the return trip. 

At the beginning of the second week, a 
very unwelcome mass of Polar Continental 
Air arrived non-stop from the North 
Pole. Record firing had to be discontin- 
ued for two s, due to very rough air, 
and Tower Beach was the most deserted 
= in West Florida. This interval was 
utilized in a sg tem instrument 
flights on the Mobile beam, 

With the return ef smooth air, record 
firing was resumed, and the training pe- 
riod was successfully completed, How- 
ever, it was still cold at 4:15 a.m., 
and the beach was still bleak and barren. 
Although Lieuts. Tibbets, Zipp, Taylor, 
Barksdale and Hines made a final sally 
and brought in some nice snappers and 
roupers, also a‘pair of non-edible 
onitos, for photographic purposes, 
, S@till everyone agreed by the end ef the 
week that it was time to call it a 
season, On Friday and Saturday, Septem- 
ber 23rd and 24th, the air and — 
echelons returned to Lawson Field. 

The Third Pursuit Squadron, stationed 
|at Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I., has been 
| industriously pursuing considerable 
Beg, em in aerial gunnery. Fortunate 
'in having a former National Match con- 

tender, who is also a Chanute graduate, 
lst Lieut. Robert 0. Brownfield, we 

| started off by a little analysis and 

| discussion of the basis of Pursuit oper- 
|ations — the ability to shost. This was 
| followed by explanation ef gun and 
|sight positions, particularly in a P~<6 
| synchronization, trajectories, harmoni- 
; zation, and bore sighting, All Tech- 
‘nical School data was culled, also the 

| excellent articles of the late Lieut. 
Norman H, Ives, in our search for en- 
lightenment. Ground target firing con- 
ivinced us of the benefits of our prelin- 
inary efforts. Even in bumpy weather 
and in cross wind firing all personnel 
V~7879, A.C. 




















showed marked imprevement. cng. | NEW CLASS STARTS TRAINING AT RANDOLPH 
the greund practice, we began on sleeve | 

taneete: is phase of firing produced | Class No, 39-C, Bre. eeee ay -apoone to 
many experiments in method of approach, enter the Primary Flying School at 
speed and point of aim. Strict avoid- Randolph Field, Texas, started training 
ance of any plain or fancy methods of |on the Primary Stage on October 2lst, 
fouling to obtain hits has been the with 107 student officers - graduates 
rule. In spite of early disappointment, ‘of the June, 1938, Class of the U.S. 

it was felt that there must be a speed of Military Academy, West Point, N.Y., 


approach and a point of aim that would | seven other officers from line branches; 
obtain hits. 'five National Guard officers, and 229 
Success is gradually beginning to |Flying Cadets, for a grand total of 348 
crown our efforts, and from scores of | students. 
one to six hits out of 100 rounds we | Although the 229 cadets reported to 
have crept up to an average of around | the line, several of them had nrt been 
15, with a high score of 55 hits. ‘.* | cleared for flying by the School cf 
The one difficulty we have been unable | Aviation Medicine. n addition to the 


to surmount is the ability of a properly | 348 starting out on PT-13's, a total of 


harmonized machine to fire where it (| 189 potential pilots began to learn 
is pointed, hence all this effort to de- | the art of cv cae the BT-9's on the 
velop the aiming device, the Clase 14 |Basic Stage. These include 7 officers 
Non Standard Peashooter, Type X-1 ‘of the Regular Army, 2 foreign officers, 
(Experimental). | 178 flying cadets, and 2 cadets from 
----- | the Philippine Army. E 
The 29th Pursuit Squadron, based at | "A" Stage now boasts of cight flights, 


Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone, encamp-| with a total ef 63 instructors on duty 
ed at Rio Hato, Republic of Panama, be- and several more in the process of go- 
ginning on October 3rd, for two weeks of ing through the Instructors! School, In 
gunnery and field maneuvers. Upon their | addition to the 63 instructers, each 
return to Albrook Field, the 24th Pur- flight is commanded by a Flight Command- 
suit Squadron was scheduled to take over er, Captain James W. Andrew was named 
the gunnery camp for a similar period of | Stage Commander, replacing Major John R. 


time. Glascock, who was transferred to Chanute 
The 74th Attack Squadron completed Field, Rantoul, Ill. Captains Charles 

their gunnery on September 27th and re- A, Harrington and Emmett F, Yost are 

ported a successful season. One phase Assistant Stage Commanders, The Basic 


of the 74th's program consisted of a de- | Stage is commanded by Captain Bernard A. 
monstration of an attack on an anti-air- | Bridget, with Captain Roger M. Ramey as 
craft battery by a flight of A-17's. assistant. ; 

Every weapon available to an attack ship 
was used against the target, a mock-up 
of log guns and silhouettes. The bat- 
tery was screened in smoke by a single 
ship and attacked with machine gun fire, Twenty-two Reserve officers, non-grad- 
chemicals and bombs by the flight in |'uates of the Air Corps Training Center, : 
elements of three. e gun position was | reported at Randolph Field for a special 
completely wiped out, one bomb scoring a | refresher course which, if completed, 

ee hit upon a log gun and smashing | will enable them to go on extended ac- 





Se 


COMMERCIAL PILOTS TRAIN ON PT-13'§ 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 


t. | tive duty with tactical organizations. 
_ Seon ' These Refreshers are all commercial 
The 29th Pursuit Squadron returned 'pilots, the average flying time of the 
from the gunnery camp at Rio Hato, Re- | twenty-two being 1410 Coane pricr to re- i 


public of Panama, on October 17th, and porting at the Training Center. Many of 
reported a successful season, With the | them have considerable experience on | 


restrictions placed on dive bombing with | pp_9tgs which th ; 
Pursuit aircraft, bombing for record be- [omer which -they received at Reserve 


Came a more intricate and difficult af- | Approximately 50 hours per day are be-. 
fair than heretofore, there being a ing flown by the students, and eight in- 
little matter of not being able to see structors are assigned to this specia: 


the target, With a little ractice, flight. The News Letter Corresponden* 
pm aged the 29th seems to ater done expressed the hope that the ry 9 af 
well. The 24th Pursuit Squadron these student pilots would be qualified 
pa a ag camp on October 17th for for transfer to the Basic Stage befcre 
wo weeks of gunnery. the regular class started on October 
---000--- iglst, The present schedule calls for 
During the month of September, the En- about ten days' training on the Primary 
gineering Department cf the San Antonio (Stage, advancement to the Basic Stage 
Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, overhaul-| being made on a proficiency basis. 











ed a total of 10 eirplanes and 99 engines ---000--~ 
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and repaired 96 planes and 14 engines. 
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NEW CLASS REPORTS AT ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


Class No, 39-A reported at Kelly Field, 
Texas, on October 8th, to complete its 
instruction at the Air Gumie. teetning 
Center. This class, the largest yet to 
be sent to the Advanced Flying School, 
consists of 176 students, four of whom 
are Regular Army officers, six National 
Guard officers, and the remaining 166 
are flying cadets. Of this number, 46 
have been assigned to the Attack Section, 
4® to Bombardment, 24 to Observation and 
66 to Pursuit for specialized training. 

Of the. 36 States, including the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, having members in 
this class, Texas (with 27 students) 
again has the largest representation. 
Following in close succession are 
Illinois with 13, Ohio, 11; California 
and West Virginia, 10 each; Oklahoma, 9; 
New York and Pennsylvania, 8 each; 
Kansas, 7; Arkansas and Iowa, 6 each; 
Kentucky and Virginia, 5 each; Georgia, 
Michigan, Mississippi and Nebraska, 4 
each; Alabama, Louisiana, Massachusetts 
and Minnesota, 3 each; Florida, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, Tennessee and Wis- 
consin, 2 each; and Arizona, District of 
Columbia, Indiana, Maine, Montana, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina 
and South Dakota, one each, 

Twenty-four of the flying cadets in 
this class already hold Reserve commis- 
Sions in branches of the Army other than 
the Air Corps, but will vacate these 
upon the completion of the course of in- 
struction to accept, with the other grad- 
uates, commissions in the Air Corps Re- 
serve. 

The following statistics may be of in- 
terest: Five sons of Army officers are 
members of the Class, namely: Flying 
Cadet John H, de Russy, son of Major 
Rene E, de gn Q.M.C.; Flying Cadet 
Clarence L, Tinker, Jr., son of Colonel 
Clarence L, Tinker, Air Corps; Flying 
Cadet Paul M. Brewer, Jr., son of Cap- 
tain Paul M, Brewer, Infantry Reserve; 
Flying Cadet Woodrow B, Wilmot, son of 
Major C.M, Wilmot, Medical Reserve; and 
Flying Cadet Harold C. Smelder, son of 
lst Lieut. Laurence B, Smelser, Infantry 
“Tae h th 

oug e range of ages of the 

flying cadets includes the minimum and 
maximum limits for eligibility, it has 
been found that the average age of 
Cadets in this class is 23 years and 
8 months. Extremes in height vary from 
5 at 4 ans, tg 0 to 3 in, 

e@ actua traini commence 
on October 17th. ice ™ = 

e roster of the class follows: 


Nall, Eugene * Cav. 

Kelly, Colin ?P.,Jr. ** Inf. 

Broadhurst, Edwin B.*” F.A. Smithfield, N.C. 

Sebastian, Henry A.* Inf. Gainesville, Tex. 
ist Lieut.; ** 2nd Lieut. 

All these officers specialize in Bombardment 


en 


' Gray, Leon Welton 





NATIONAL GUARD OFFICERS ~ 2ND-LIEUTENANTS 


Railsback, John Benjamin Moline, Ill. 
Hughey, Robert Jerome University City, Mo. 
Huston, Vincent George Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dunning, John Affleck San Antonio, Texas 
Cantrell, Raymomd Lee Spokane, Wash. 
Jones, Robert Lee Spokane, Wash. 

All of these officers are specializing in 
Observation Aviation and are members of Air 
Corps National Guard units of the States as 
hereinafter indicated, viz: Lieuts. Huston 
and Railsback, Pennsylvania; Dunning and 
Hughey, Missouri; Cantrell and Jones, Washing- 
ton. 

FLYING CADETS 


Ellison, Holden Fowler 
Yarbrough, Eugene Terry 


Altoona, Ala. 
Guntersville, Ala. 

Tucson, Ariz. 
Paragould, Ark. 


Breckenridge, John P. 
Fort Smith, Ark. 


Chaffin, Harold Newt 


Fletcher, Thomas, Jr. Scott, Ark. 
Galusha, Harry Leslie Little Rock, Ark. 
Sheffield, Charles Paul Mt. Ida, Ark. 


Little Rock, Ark. 
Berkeley, Calif. 
acific Beach, Calif. 
Anderson, Calif. 
Campbell, Calif. 
Wood Lake, Calif. 
Armona, Calif. 
Palo Alto, Calif. 
San Francisco,Cal. 
Berkeley, Calif. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Washington, D.C. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 


Terry, David Dickson,Jr. 
Edwards, Albert B.,Jr. 
Ford, Ernest Gordon B 
Gilmore, Jean Dowell 
Hall, Byron Eugene 
Lanford, Wm Archibald 
McCauley, Clarence V. 
Oliver, Ralph Lorimer 
Parker, Kingsbury E. ,Jr. 
Smith, Weldon Halliwell 
Wilson, Harold Fred'k 
deRussy, John Huie 
Manson, Hugh Boyd,dr. 


HOP roUrt > > 


Babb, Harold Thaddeus Dalton, Ga. 
Carmack, Jchn Edgar Decatur, Ga. 
Holbrook, Thomas Harber Commerce, Ga. 
Turner, Sullins Preston Atlanta, Ga. 
Allen, Frank Chicago, Ill. 
Cellini, Cliver George Chicago, Ill. 
Jarek, Frank William Chicago, Ill. 
Schwind, Burton Eugene Chicago, Ill. 
Setchell, James Fred'k Chicago, I1l. 
Swanson, William Howard Chicago, Ill. 
Petry, Robert Gregory aign, Ill. 
Waller, William III Chicago, Ill. 
Wilmot, Woodrow Burton Dunlap, Ill. 
Holt, Harry Joseph Great Lakes, Ill. 
Wiltjer, Clarence P. Watseka, Ill. 


Peffer, David McNair 
Beightol, Willis Eugege 
Holsteen, Theodore F. 
Lewis, Dwight Francis 
Neely, Clarence Arthur 
Price, Bruce Burns 

Van der Zee, John Jacob 
Berry, James Dean 
Coyle, Lawrence Wm. 


W. Lafayette, Ind. 
Webster City, Iowa 
Burlington, Iowa 
Corning, Iowa 
Ames, Iowa 

Sac City, Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 
Gridley, Kans. 
Coffeyville, Kans. 


Humfeld, Harold Emmett Anthony, Kans. 
Mayden, James Daniel Junction City,Kans. 
Thornbrough, George W. Lakin, Kans. 


Louisville, Kans. 
Wichita, Kans. 


McNey, Joe Kenneth 
Moore, Paul L.G. 


Crouch, Robert Edward Mt. Washington, Ky. 
Fields, James Robert Danville, Ky. 
Hooks, Ferrell Duglas Lamasco, Ky. 
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WING COMMANDER ARRIVES IN PANAMA 


Shortly after noon on October 14th, th "A.C. Shope in Manufacture and Main- 
16th Pursuit Group, which is baged at ‘tenance of Air Corps Supplies,” by 


Albrock Field, passed in aerial review 
above the Transport ST, MIHIEL as it ap- 
pooeeses its dock at Balboa, welcoming 
rigadier General and Mrs. Herbert A. 
to their new station in the Canal 
one, 

General Dargue is the newly _ 
Commanding General of the 19th Wing, suc- 


ceeding Brigadier Goneral George H.Brett. 


On the followi 
Club in eon 
held in honor of General an 
which was attended by the officers an 
ladies of Albrook Field. 

The 19th —. 
er and wishes for him a happy and suc- 
cessful tour of “_, 

~——O 0 <-<—— 


evening, at e Union 
ty, a reception was 


RECORD FLYING TIME FOR GRADUATING CLASS 


Accordi to the Kelly Field Corres- 
pondent, Class 38-C, which graduated 
from the Air Corps Training Center on 


. October 5, 1938, is believed to have es- 


tablished quite an enviable record in 


flyi and maintenance. 
“baring the period from July 5 to Octo- 
SI 


ber 5 38, a total of 26,781 aircraft 
hours was flown by airplanes at Kelly 
Field. 
dent was 111:43. The average number of 
airplanes on hand daily was 152, or a 
daily average in commission of 75.5%. 
The average number of hours flown per 
airplane 
was 179:35. 


The 61st School Squadron, commanded by 


Captain Elmer T, Rundgquist, Air Corps, 
led the Air Corps Advanced Flying School 
organizations in maintenance. During 
the three-month period, that organiza- 
tion maintained a daily average of 89% 
ef their airplanes in commission. Con- 
sidering the fact that these airplanes 
are obsolete, this record speaks well 
for the efficiency of this Squadron. 


LECTURES FOR PHILIPPINE ARMY OFFICERS 


Twenty-six Philip 


ine Army officers 
from different stat 


lous throughout the 


Philippine Archipelago, who are now at- . 


tending the Philippine Ar ly 
School in flanila; sisitea Wichois Field 
during September for the purpose cf re- 
ceiving practical and theoretical in- 
struction in the U.S, Army Air Corps 


Supply System, 

e efficers were escorted about the 
hangars and the several activities of 
the station to afford them first-hand 
information as to the daily function of 
the.4th Composite Group, ter which  . 
illustrated talks were delivered on the 
‘following subjects: . 

"Kits and Sets in Maintenance of A.C. 


Mrs. Dasgue, 


welcomes its new Command- 


The average hours flown per stu- 


n commission during the period 


Equipment," by lst Lieut. Tom W, Scott, 
Air Cerps. 


Captain F.A. Bacher, Air Corpse. 
‘Procurement, Preservation and Storage 
of Air Corps Supplies," by Mr. G.D. 
Cline, Philippine Air Depot. 

"Storage and Maintenance ef Photo- 
graphic Supplies," by Tech. Sgt. George 


sher. 
"Supply Procedure in the Air 8 
Squadron," by Sergeant Clayton Hall, 

"Movements of Supplies and their in- 
terruption by Airplanes," by Major 
Charles Backes, A'r Corps. 

"Emergency Landing Field Requirements" 
by Captain Alden R. Crawford, Air Corps. 
"Airplanes for Su ply Distribution, " 

by lst Lieut. F,.E, Calhoun, Air Corps. 

Upon the completion of the lectures, 
32 ae was held on September 

rd. 

First Lieut. Frederick E, Calhoun, who 
is Property and Supply Officer of the 
|Air Depot, coordinated the instruction 

in connection with the visit of the 
| Philippine Army a 
o-—— OU 0 -—— 


| PAN-AMERICAN CO-PILOT FLIES AT NICHOLS 





| As a recent article in a Manila news- 
| Paper put it, "Clipper Pilot Takes a 
_Busman's Holiday," so d:es it appear 

| when some young man reports at Head- 

' quarters, Nichols Field, P,I., and re- 
| uests that he be permitted to put ina 

ittle time in an plane, s a 
great number of the Pan-American co- 
|pilots are also members of the Air Corps 
|Reserve, they are accordingly permitted 
|to pilot Army aircraft. Such was the 
|case when Clifton George, navigating of- 
'ficer of Clipper planes, recently put 
_in some time while awaiting the depar- 

i ture of the China Clipper en a trip to 
| China. ; : 

Asked to comment on his experiences 
back and forth over the "Blue," he would 
only say "It's a lot of water we fly 
over." And all the Nichols Field Cor- 
respondent can say is - "That Uncle Sam 
is putting out some mighty fine pro- 
ducts from the West Point of the Air," 
|'and when one of the boys steps into 
|Headquarters while on scheduled flights 
to the Orient it seems as though the 
United States mainland is "only over 
| the hill" instead of seven thousand 
imiles distant. eye 
| ---000--- 
| A 
;of the Air Corps Pri 
‘Randolph Ficld, Texas, in charge of 
‘Major W.H, Reid, Engineering Officer of 
| that station, made tours of inspection 
'through the Hngineering and Depot Supply 

|Departments of the San Antonio Air 

;Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, September 

ore to 29th, inclusive, . 
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oup of about 116 student officers 
Flying School, 














Plight "B" of the 16th Observation 
Squadron recently completed the initial 
period of serial ed training for 
the current fiscal year. Movi wy air 
and mtor ongrey 8 afficers and 20 en- 
listed men of t is unit, with two at- 
tached officers from the lst Battalion 
of the 83rd Field Artillery, Fort Ben- 
ning, Ga., and one attached medical at- 
tendant, arrived at Eglin Field, ers 
raiso, Fla., on September 10th and llth, 
1938, for a two-weeks' period of train- 
ing. regsanins on Monday, September 12th. 
‘ following the e le of the Flight 

B" personnel, the attached officers 
took along their fishing and swimming 
ogetgment, but proved to be better range 
officers and convoy officers than fisher- 
men, in which latter ome they were 
anent down to par with Flight "B" offi- 
ers. 

Left at home in command wis lst Lieut. 
James Van G, Wilson, newly assigned to 
the Flight from. the Autogiro School 
with one autogiro, one BT-2B-1 and 35 
enlisted men, First Lieut. Frank P. 
Hunter, Jr., also newly assigned from 
the Autogiro School, was on leave. The 
following officers made the — 

Captains Reuben Kyle, Jr., W.H.Tunner, 


ist Lieut. T.D, Ferguson Air Corps; 2nd 
Lieuts, W.W, Amorous T.M, gate, Jr., 
P.W. Tibbets, M.S, Zipp, B.B. Taylor, 


Air Reserve; lst Lieut. D.EB. Means, 
Field Artillery, and 2nd Lieut. G. 
McCutcheon, Field Artillery Reserve, both 
from the lst Battery, 83rd Field Artil- 
lery, Fort Benning, Ga. 

Fer firing, three 0-464 airplanes were 
used, two of which were loaned to Flight 

B" by the Commanding Officer ef Maxwell 
Field, Ala., to whom thanks are due for 
such valuable cooperation and assistance. 

The firing was conducted with a free- 
dom from jams and malfunctinnings, which 
reflected favorably on the efficiency of 
the armament personnel. A total of 
8,000 rounds was expended, with gratify- 
ing results shown on the score card. 
High score. was’ made by 2nd Lieut. Paul 
W., Tibbets, Air Reserve, who, firing 
with a wing gun, scored 50 hits out of 

rounds on Phase 2-500, and 46 hits 
out of 50 rounds on Phase 1-500 while 
engaged in record firing, for a total 
score of 414 points out of a possible 

. The News Netter Correspondent be- 
lieves that this may constitute a record 
for total rounds placed in a target with 
a wing gun. 

A portable SCR-192 radio set was taken 
along and set up in the operations tent, 
from which point two- voice radio com- 
mnication with pilots in the air was 
Mainteined, Communication with the 
tonnes oe saoe telephone, This sys- 

commin 
Plight "pM — on has been tested by 


vio in 
riods at Eglin Fi oe en, or 


PE 
eld, and has been satis- 


AERIAL GUNNERY TRAINING OF AIR CORPS PERSONNEL 


'factory as an additional safety mensure 
| and @ very valuable convenience in many 
different ways. 
| All firing was completed during the 
‘morning hours, Afternoon activities con- 
sisted principally of fishing and ewia 
'ming. Some very fine fish were almost 
caught but, ef course, the big ones got 
away. Surf ewimming and sun omns 
were excellent at Tower Beach, at which 
lace the ma ore of the Flight could 
e found during the afternoons, with 
manly muscles, sunburned backs and newly 
cultivated moustaches on display. One 
‘entire day was devoted to deep sea fish- 
| ang by the enlisted personnel of the 
| Flight, and this time some of the big 
‘ones did not get away. 
|. At the end of the first week, the at- 
| tached officers were replaced by 2nd 
| Lieuts. B.M. Barksdale, Field Artillery, 
|and J.P, Hines, Field Artillery Reserve, 
| who functioned as range officers during 
the second week and as convoy officers 
on ‘the return trip. 

At the beginning of the second week, a 
very unwelcome mass of Polar Continental 
Air arrived non-stop from the North 
Pole. Record firing had to be discontin- 
ued for two s, due to very rough air, 
and Tower Beach was the mst deserted 
spot in West Florida. This interval was 
utilized in eeagreee ractice instrument 
flights on the Mobile beam, 

With the return ef smooth air, record 
firing was resumed, and the training pe- 
riod was successfully completed, How- 
ever, it was still cold at 4:15 a.m, 
and the beach was still bleak and barren. 
Although Lieuts. Tibbets, Zipp, Taylor, 
Barksdale and Hines made a final sally 
and brought in some nice snappers and 

oupers, also a pair of non-edible 

onitos, for photographic purposes, 
still esonyone agreed by the end af the 
week that it was time to call ita : 
season, On Friday and Saturday, Septem- 
ber 23rd and 24th, the air and ground 
echelons returned to Lawson Field. 

The Third Pursuit Squadron, stationed 
at Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I., has been 
industriously pursuing considerable 
5 ft in aerial gunnery. Fortunate 

n having a former National Match con- 
tender, who is also a Chanute graduate, 
lst Lieut. Robert 0. Brownfield, we 
started off by a little analysis and 
discussion of the basis of Pursuit oper- 
ations - the ability to shost. This was 
followed by explanation ef gun and . 
sight positions, particularly in a P26 
synchronization, trajectories, harmoni- 
zation, and bore sighting, All Tech- 
nical School data was culled, also the 
excellent articles of the late Lieut. 
Norman H, Ives, in our search for en- 
lightenment. Ground target firing con- 
vinced us of the benefits of our prelin- 
and | efforts. Even in bumpy weather 
and in 


| 


| 





cross wind firing all personnel 
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showed marked imprevement. Following 
the greund practice, we began on sleeve 
targets. is phase of firing produced 
many experiments in method of approach, 
speed and point of aim. Strict avoid- 
ance of any pres or fancy methods of 
rouse to obtain hits has been the 
rule. 


it was felt that there must be a speed of Military Acade 


vores: and a point of aim that would 
obtain hits. 

Success is gradually beginning to 
crown our efforts, and from scores of 
one to six hits out of 100 rounds we 
have crept - to an average of around 
15, with ah gn score of 55 hits. 

The one difficulty we have been unable 
to surmount is the ability of a property 
harmonized machine to fire where it 
is pointed, hence all this effort to de- 
velop the aiming device, the Class 13 
Non Standard Peashooter, Type X-1 
(Experimental). 


The 29th Pursuit Squadron, based at 


Albrook Field, Panama Canal Zone, encamp-) 


ed at Rio Hato, Republic of Panama, be- 

ginning on October 3rd, for two weeks of 

gunnery and field maneuvers. Upon their 

return to Albrook Field, the 24th Pur- 

suit Squadron was scheduled to take over 

ed gunnery camp for a similar period of 
e. 

The 74th Attack Squadron completed 
their gunnery on September 27th and re- 
ported a successful season, One phase 
of the 74th's program consisted of a de- 
monstration of an attack on an anti-air- 
craft battery by a flight of A-17's. 


Every weapon available to an attack ship | 


was used against the target, a mock-up 
of log guns and silhouettes. The bat- 
tery was screened in smoke by a single 
ship and attacked with machine gun fire, 
chemicals and bombs by the flight in 
elements of three. e gun position was 
completely wiped out, one bomb scoring a 
direct hit upon a log gun and smashing 


The 29th Pursuit Squadron returned 
from the gunnery camp at Rio Hato, Re- 
public of Panama, on October 17th, and 
reported a successful season, With the 
restrictions placed on dive bombing with 
Pursuit aircraft, bombi for record be- 
came a more intricate and difficult af- 
fair than heretofore, there being a 
little matter of not being able to see 
the target, With a little amiga 
however, the 29th seems to have done 

ite well, The 24th Pursuit Squadron 
ook over the camp on October 17th for 
two weeks of gunnery. 

---000--- 


During the month of September, the En- 
gineering Department of the San Antonio 


‘enter the Primary Flying Sc 
|Randolph Field, Texas, started training 
|on the Primary osege on October 2lst, 

) 


NEW CLASS STARTS TRAINING AT RANDOLPH 
Class No. 39-0, the pone -ayoone to 
ool at ° 


'with 107 student officers - graduates 


In spite of early disappointment, of the June, 1938, Class of the U.S. 


» West Point, N.Y., 
| seven other officers from line branches; 
'five National Guard officers, and 229 
Flying Cadets, for a grand total of 348 
| students. 

Although the 229 cadets reported to 
the line, several of them had net been 


' | cleared for flying by the School cf 
n 


| Aviation Medicine. addition to the 

| 348 starting out_on PT-13's, a total of 
| 189 potential pilots began to learn 
the art ef flying the BT-9's on the 

| Basic Stage. These include 7 officers 
'of the Regular Army, 2 foreign officers, 
| 178 flying cadets, and 2 cadets from 

| the Philippine Army. 

| "A" Stage now boasts of ocight flights, 
with a total cf 63 instructors on duty 
/and several more in the process cf go- 
_ing through the Instructors' School, In 
| addition to the 63 instructers, each 


| flight is commanded by a Flight Command- 


‘er, Captain James W, Andrew was named 
| Stage Commander, replacing Major John R. 


|Glascock, who was transferred to Chanute 


| Field, Rantoul, Ill. Captains Charles 
'A. Harrington and Emmett F, Yost are 
|Assistant Stage Commanders. The Basic 

| Stage is commanded by Captain Bernard A. 
| Bridget, with Captain Roger M. Ramey as 
assistant. 0 

———OU0 -— 


COMMERCIAL PILOTS TRAIN ON PT-13'§ 


| 


‘uates of the Air Corps Training Center, 


| reported at Randolph Field for a special 


|refresher course which, if completed, 

' will enable them to go on extended ac- 
| tive duty with tactical organizations. 
' These Refreshers are all commercial 
|pilots, the average flying time of the 
| twenty-two being 1410 
| porting at the Training Center. 
| them have considerable experience on 
'BT-9's which they received at Reserve 
| bases, 

| Approximatel 


structors are assigned to this specia: 
flight. The News Letter Corresponden* 
expressed the hope that the majority *f 
these student pilots would be qualified 
for transfer to the Basic Stage befcre 
the regular class started on October 
2lst, The present schedule calls for 
about ten days' training on the Primary 
Stage, advancement to the Basic Stage 


Twenty-two Reserve officers, non-grad- 


ours pricr to re- 
Many of 


50 hours per day are be-. 
ing flown by the students, and eight in- 


being made on a proficiency basis. 


Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, overhaul- 
ed a total of 10 eirplanes and 99 engines 
and repaired 96 planes and 14 engines. 
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NEW CLASS REPORTS AT ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


Class No, 39-A reported at Kelly Field, 
Texas, on October 8th, to complete its 
instruction at the Air Getmectionknins 
Center. This class, the largest yet to 
be sent to the Advanced Flying School, 
consists of 176 students, four of whom 
are Regular Army officers, six National 
Guard officers, and the remaining 166 
are flying cadets. Of this number, 46 
have been assigned to the Attack Section, 
4® to Bombardment, 24 to Observation and 
66 to Pursuit for specialized training. 

Of the. 36 States, including the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, having members in 
this class, Texas (with 27 students) 
again has the largest representation. 
Following in close succession are 
Illinois with 13, Ohio, 11; California 
and West Virginia, 10 each; Oklahoma, 9; 
New York and Pennsylvania, 8 each; 
Kansas, 7; Arkansas and Iowa, 6 each; 
Kentucky and Virginia, 5 each; Georgia, 
Michigan, mtaei sata) and Nebraska, 4 
each; Alabama, Louisiana, Massachusetts 
and Minnesota, 3 each; Florida, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, Tennessee and Wis- 
consin, 2 each; and Arizona, District of 
Columbia, Indiana, Maine, Montana, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, South Carolina 
and South Dakota, one each, 

Twenty-four of the flying cadets in 
this class already hold Reserve commis- 
Sions in branches of the Army other than 
the Air Corps, but will vacate these 
upon the completion of the course of in- 
struction to accept, with the other grad- 
uates, commissions in the Air Corps Re- 
Berve. 

The following statistics be of in- 
terest: Five sons of Army officers are 
members of the Class, namely: Flying 
Cadet John H, de Russy, son of Major 
Rene E, de Russy, Q.M.C.; Flying Cadet 
Clarence L, Tinker, Jr., son of Colonel 
Clarence L, Tinker, Air Corps; Flying 
Cadet Paul M. Brewer, Jr., son of Cap- 
tain Paul M, Brewer, Infantry Reserve; 
Flying Cadet Woodrow B, Wilmot, son of 
Major C.M, Wilmot, Medical Reserve; and 
flying Cadet Harold C. Smelder, son of 

st Lieut. Laurence B, Smelser, Infantry 
seer thes h th 
oug e range of ages of the 
flying cadets includes the minimum and 
maximum limits for eligibility, it has 
een found that the average age of 
Cadets in this class is 23 years and 
months. Extremes in height vary from 
5 At 4 an, , $0.8. Fh. 3 an 
@ actua traini mm: 
on October 7th. am pe sent ne 
e roster of the class follows: 
REGULAR ARMY OFFICERS 
Nall, Eugene * Cav. 
Kelly, Colin P.,Jr. ** Inf. 
3roadhurst, Edwin B.*” F.A. Smithfield, N.C. 
Sebastian, Henry A.* Inf. Gainesville, Tex. 
ist Lieut.; ** 2nd Lieut. 
All these officers specialize in Bombardment 


Atmore, Ala. 
Madison, Fla. 





NATIONAL GUARD OFFICERS ~ 2ND LIEUTENANTS 


Railsback, John Benjamin 


Hughey, Robert Jerome 
Huston, Vincent George 
Dunning, John Affleck 
Cantrell, Raymomd Lee 
Jones, Robert Lee 


Moline, Ill. 
University City, Mo. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
San Antonio, Texes 
Spokane, Wash. 
Spokane, Wash. 


All of these officers are specializing in 
Observation Aviation and are members of Air 
Corps National Guard units of the States as 
hereinafter indicated, viz: Lieuts. Huston 
and Railsback, Pemsylvania; Dunning and 
Hughey, Missouri; Cantrell and Jones, Washing- 


ton. 


FLYING CADETS 


Ellison, Holden Fowler 
Yarbrough, Eugene Terry 


' Gray, Leon Welton 


Breckenridge, John P. 
Chaffin, Harold Newt 
Fletcher, Thomas, Jr. 
Galusha, Harry Leslie 
Sheffield, Charles Paul 
Terry, David Dickson,Jr. 
Edwards, Albert B.,Jr. 
Ford, Ernest Gordon B 
Gilmore, Jean Dowell 
Hall, Byron Eugene 
Lanford, Wm. Archibald 
McCauley, Clarence V. 
Oliver, Ralph Lorimer 
Parker, Kingsbury E. ,Jr. 
Smith, Weldon Halliwell 
Wilson, Harold Fred'k 
deRussy, John Huie 
Manson, Hugh Boyd,Jr. 
Babb, Harold Thaddeus 
Carmack, Jchn Edgar 
Holbrook, Thomas Harber 
Turner, Sullins Preston 
Allen, Frank 

Cellini, Oliver George 
Jarek, Frank William 
Schwind, Burton Eugene 
Setchell, James Fred'k 
Swanson, William Howard 
Petry, Robert Gregory 
Waller, William III 
Wilmot, Woodrow Burton 
Holt, Harry Joseph 
Wiltjer, Clarence P. 
Peffer, David McNair 
Beightol, Willis Eugege 
Holsteen, Theodore F. 
Lewis, Dwight Francis 
Neely, Clarence Arthur 
Price, Bruce Burns 

Van der Zee, John Jacob 
Berry, James Dean 
Coyle, Lawrence Wn. 
Humfeld, Harold Emmett 
Mayden, James Daniel 
Thornbrough, George W. 
McNey, Joe Kemneth 
Moore, Paul L.G. 
Crouch, Robert Edward 
Fields, James Robert 
Hooks, Ferrell Duglas 


~9- 


Altoona, Ala. 


Little Rock, Ark. 
Berkeley, Calif. 
acific Beach, Calif. 
Anderson, Calif. 
bell, Calif. 
Wood Lake, Calif. 
Armona, Calif. 
Palo Alto, Calif. 
San ‘Francisco ,Cal. 
Berkeley, Calif. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Washington, D.C. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Dalton, Ga. 
Decatur, Ga. 
Commerce, Ga. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Chicago, Ill. 
aign, Ill. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Dunlap, Ill. 
Great Lakes, Ill. 
Watseka, I11l. 
W. Lafayette, Ind. 
Webster City, Iowa 
Burlington, Iowa 
Corning, Iowa 
° Ames, Iowe 
Sac City, Iowa 
Iowa City, Iowa 
Gridley, Kans. 
Coffeyville, Kans. 
Anthony, Kans. 
Junction City,Kans. 
Lakin, Kans. 
Louisville, Kans. 
Wichita, Kans. 
Mt. Washington, Ky. 
Danville, Ky. 
Lamasco, Ky. 
-7879, A.C. 
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A Guntersville, Ala. 
P Tucson, Ariz. 
A Paragould, Ark. 
B Fort Smith, Ark. 
0 Scott, Ark. 
A Little Rock, Ark. 
B Mt. Ida, Ark. 
A 
0 
P 
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Howard, James Alva P 
Wright, Adolf Milton 0 
Barrow, Leonard J.,Jr. A 
Hardy, Otha B., Jr. 
Stansbury, Wm G. 
Bourgoin, Raoul Jos. 
er, Harry Engmean 
Phi brick, Fred'k Neil 
Schofield, Parker F. 
Barnett, James Alex 
Birchard, Glen R. 
Bruce, James R., Jr. 
McClure, Wm Allen 
Dougherty, John Eugene B 
Evans, John Scrimgeour P 
Randell, Heman ¥.,Jr. F 
Compton, Keith Karl A 
McKee, Seth Jefferson A 
Mueller, Robert Burl 
Armstrong, George H. P 
Bloszies, Raymond Fred A 
Gutru, George H.,Jr. 
Morrissey, Robert L. 
Romberg, Edgar Allen 
Dechaene, Andre J. 
Harman, Harold M. 
Spencer, Truman A. ,Jr. 
Doerr, John Joseph 
Fendrich, Charles N. 
Heber, Malcolm Michi. 
O'Neill, Brian 
Rouse, John Albert 
Rudell, Raymond Frank 
Saunders, Jack Wn. 
Schroeck, Franklin E. 
Busse, Rayzond Joseph 
Skow, Delmer Norris 
Brownewell, John L. 
DeBolt, Arthur Ray 
Gould, Campbell H. 
Grembo, Frederick C. 
Keiser, Donald McKay 
McNeal, Thomas Carl 
Newnen, Neil Arnold 
Opeil, Charles Martin 
Rowland, Robert R. 
Spurgeon, Raymond R. 
Tucker, Theodore W. 
Brewer, Paul M., Jr. 
Carter, Roy Milton 
Dick, Newton Robert 
Jackson, J. Garrett 
Johrison, James Allison A 
Storm, Leonard Boston P 
Summers, Thomas B. P 
Von Tungeln, Herbert A.A 
Willsie, Harold A 
Worley, Earl Wilson B 
Stiles, Joseph Erhart B 
' Aylesworth, Theo. R. 
Baseler, Robert Lee 
Clark, Eugene Louis 
Giannatti, James 
Teats, Edward Charles 
Roberts, Wagner E. 
Veatch, Bernard W. 
: Chiles, Clarence 5S. 
arg Harold C. 
Camp, shall Pyron PF 
Morgan, Meurice Allen B 
Smith, "Joseph Colunbus P 
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Bowling Green, Ky. | 
Louisville, Ky. | 
New Iberia, La. | 
New Iberia, La. | 

Iota, La. | 
Frenchville, Me. ; 
Boston, Mass. | 
Brookline, Mass. | 
Malden, Mass. 
Detroit, Mich. , 
Bay City, Mich. 
Saginaw, Mich. 
Royal Oak, Mich. 

Minneapolis, Minn. | 
St. Paul, Minn. | 
St. Paul, Minn. | 
St. Joseph, Mo. 

Illmo, Mo. 

St. Joseph, Mo. | 
Billings, Mont. | 
Omaha, Nebr. | 

Newman Grove, Nebr. | 

Tecumseh, 

Lincoln, 

Elizabeth, 
Grants, 
Carrizozo, 

Poughkeepsie, 

Staten Island, 

White Plains, 

Yonkers, 
Rochester, 
Buffalo, 
Athens, 
Buffalo, 
Glenburn, 
Devils Lake, 
Bexley, 
Columbus, 
Toledo, 
Cleveland Hts., 
McComb, 
Cleveland, 
Lakewood, 
Cleveland; 
Lodi, 
Cincinnati, 
Cleveland Hts., 
Oklahoma City, 
Britton, 
Tulsa, 
Altus, 
Wagoner, 
Norman, 
Weatherford, 
Norman, 
Asher, 


N.J. 


ERS 
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Ohio 
Ohio | 
Ohio } 
‘Ohio | 


Ohio 
Ohio } 
Ohio | 
Ohio | 


Okla. 


Okla. 


Clairton,. Pa. 
Uniontown, Pa. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Hartsville, S.C. 
Conde, $.D. 
Corryton,. Tenn. 
Nashville, Tem. 
Arlington, Texas 
Austin, Texas 
Brownsville, ty 


Nebr. | 
Nebr. | 


Ohio | 
Ohio | 


Okla.' 
Okla. ' 


Okla. | 
Okla. | 
Okla. | 
Okla. | 


Okla. | 
Littlestown, Pa. | 
Red Lion, Pa. | 
Knoxville, Pa. | 
Ardmore, Pa. | 


, 


| Banks, Wilson Harper B Brownfield, Texas 
Faulkner, Cecil Lee ? Bellevue, Texas 
Locke, Cecil James,Jr. A Austin, Texas 
$trickland, Eugene L. P Arlington, Texas 
| Geyle, Charles Afton PF Bellaire, Texas 
Henry, John Bailey,Jr. P Charlotte, Texas 
Crabtree, Martin P. A Decatur, Texas 
Sneed, Charles Roy A Evant, Texas 
Bond, Charlie R. Jr. P Dallas, Texas 
Barksdale, Ralph A. B Gainesville, Texas 
' Riddle, Kyle Loyd P Decatur, Texas 
| Began, Charles Wn. B McLean, Texas 
_ Jenkins, Jack Simmons A Levelland, Texas 
Lane, William, Jr. A Marshall, Texas 
Jenkins, Harry Albert P Montalba, Texas 
Dum, Frank Lowry A San Antonio, Texas 
' Gimble, Sidney B.,Jr. 0 San Antonio, Texas 
Schriever, Gerhard J. P San Antonio, Texas 
Glober, George Fdward B San Angelo, Texas . 
King, Henry Preston A San Marcos, Texas 
| Hubbard, Wm. Edward II A Sweetwater, Texas 
| Barksdale, Wm S.Jr A Randolph, Va. 
Garrett, Skidmore Neal P Cumberland, Va. 
Mathewson, Philip L. A Richmond, Va. 
| Tinker, Clarence L.Jr. P Arlington, Va. 
| Van Auken, Robert D. P Fort Belvoir, Va. 
| Gustafson, Roy Wn. 0 Seattle, Wash. 
| Momyer, Wn. Wallace P Seattle, Wash. 
| Gillum, Virgil Monree P Shinnston, W.Va. 
i Hindson, Wm. Simms A , Oak Hill, W.Va. 
| Marcum, Jake McD. ,Jr. P Hamlin, ¥. Va. 
| Marshall, Charles S. 0 Grefton, ¥.Va. 
| Moore, Archibald W. P Huntington, W.Va. 
| Murrell, Carrell T. P Barrackville, W.Va. 
| Gnith, Thomas Cullen P Marlinton, W.Va. 
|; Weltman, John Wn. P Rowlesburg, W.Va. 
| Whiteman, Harold J P Salem, ‘’.Va. 
| Wood, Curtis Edward P Huntington, W.Va. 
| Wrigglesworth, WmJ. A Eau Claire, Wis. 
| Busch, Chester Chas. B Kenosha, Wis. 
Stinson, William E. A Benton, Le. 
Potter, Philip Orville A Sao Paulo, Brazil 





A - Attack Aviation 
B = Bombardment Aviation 
O - Observation Aviation 
P = Pursuit Aviation 


Among the students listed above who hold 
commissions in the Reserve of other branches 
_ of the Service, the following are listed 
below: 


ee : 
lst Lieuts. Cellini, Fendrich. 
2nd Lieuts. Busch, Ford, Gould, McCauley, 


| McNay, Riddle, Weltman, Worley. 
Cavalry yd 

lst Lieut. Harman 

2nd Lieuts. Thornbrough, 


Field Artiller 
lst Lieuts. Fletcher, Von iio 


{ 
| 
{ 
| 2nd Lieuts. Garrett, Neely, Rowland, Schroeck, 
| 
| 


' Note: 


Wrigglesworth. 


Schwind. 


Coast Artille ae 
2nd Lieuts. feteate S., Jr.3 Dick, 
| reer. Teats. .. 

The class listed ahove constitutes approxi- 
mately 50%. of the number which began training 
| at Randolph Field in March, 1938. 


V-7879, A.C. 








NEW BRAKE 


TEST 


EQUIPMENT 





By Marguerite 


The old balloon hangar at Wright Field, 
which for some years has been used for | 
sterage purposes, is about to retrieve 
its a and assume the status of 
a test laboratory. This change is 
the result of the delivery at Wright 
Field of certain mammoth machinery known 
as "Inertia Brake Testing Equipment," 
and the balloon hangar is undergoing in- 
terior modifications to prepare for its 
installation and the type of test work 
henceforth to be done there. 

The new equipment, which was construct- 


ed by the Adamson Machine Company of 
Akron, Ohio, to Air Corps mpees’. cations, 
censists of two testing machines, the 


cembined weight of which is 110 tons. 

The purpose of the equipment is the dyna- 
mic gt of brakes, wheels, and tires 
under conditions duplicating those en- 
ceuntered in all varieties of actual air- 
Plane landings. On the smaller machine 


will be mounted for testing 21 to 44-inch. 


wheels; on the other, 44-inch and larger. 

Each machine consists pr incipes7y ot a 
flywheel, driven by an electric motor, a 
spindle upon which the airplane wheel to 
be tested is mounted, a large air pres- 
sure cylinder for actuating the spindle, 
a large operating and instrument record- 
ing panel. When the f eel, which in 
the larger machine weighs 55 tons and 
has a diameter of 120 inches, is set re- 
vosvenes the spindle, with the wheel 
mounted, by means of air pressure from 
the cylinder located aloft, is moved to- 
ward the PF demi ry - flywheel so that the 
airplane tire is br 
it. The contact sets the airplane wheel 
and tire revolving. Brake pogo is 
then hydraulically applied by means of 
fluid forced into the brake mechanism by 
& hydraulic pump. 

e flywheel revolving at a speed ae 

Pr omEan sang 80 mp.h. stores up 11,000,- 
00 foot-pounds of kinetic energy. When 
the brake is arpssee this eneréy is 
transformed to heat energy in the brake 
and brake drums. The amount of brake 
torque resulting from deceleration of 
the flywheel mass is transmitted hydrau- 
lically and graphically recorded by an 
instrument on the instrument panel, The 
orenlic pressure required to operate 
the brake, and the r.p.m. of the moving 
flywheel are simultaneously recorded 
graphically on two other instruments on 
he panel, so that complete records of 
the test process See reactions are ob- 
teined, e amount of time consumed in 
pringing the moving masses to a a by 
the brake mechanisms, and the resulting 
effect seco the tire, wheel, and brake 
Squipment form the principal test infor- 
mation sought. The peripheral speed af 
the flywheel in these tests represents 
the speed uf the sirplane in relation to 


ae 


ought to bear against | 


Jacobs Heron 


the ground. The airplane wheel, there- 
fore, when it comes in contact with the 
revolving flywheel, is set in motion in 
the same manner as it would be on con- 
tact with the ground in landing. The 
brake mechanisms also function as they 
would in a ground landing. The revolu- 
tions of the flywheel may be set to 


simulate the landing speed of type 

or model of airplane. The —— of 

time eecverty required by the brake to 
the moving mass is known, If the 





sto 

brake under test accomplishes its task 

in from 10 to 13 seconds, and accom- 

plishes it repeatedly without failure 

or breakdown of the brake mechanism, 

it is proved to be satisfactory equip- 

ment. 
Similar but smaller equipment is used 

in testing locomotive and automotive 

| braking mechanisms. These Inertia 

| Brake Testing Machines, however, are 
the only ones of their kind in exist- 

ence, 


| 
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RETIREMENT OF COLONEL SNEED 


Colonel Albert L. Sneed, a ranking ex- 
ecutive at Maxwell Field, Montgomery, 
Ala., since his arrival there on J 
14, 1937, and who has been serving as 
Acting Commandant of the Air Corps Tac- 
tical School since the transfer two 
months ago of Ley pamtg? General Henry C. 
Pratt to Fort William McKinley in the 
Philippines, will retire from active 
service with the U.S, Army Air Corps 
'on December 3lst, next. Colonel Sneed, 
who has had thirty years' service with 
the Army since his graduation from the 
United States Military Academy, West 
'Point, N.Y., in 1908, left Maxwell Field 
on October 1st on a leave of absence. 
ey: of his rank, Colonel John 
| H. irie, Air Corps, transferred to 
| Maxwell Field from March Field, Calif., 
| several weeks ago, will succeed Colonel 
| Sneed as Acting Commandant of the Tac- 
| tical School. Colonel Pirie, one of the 
|Air Corps' higher authorities on aero- 
inautical tactics and development, also 
'is director of the Air Corps Board. This 
Board, designed to study new develop- 
| ments in aeronautics and to promote and 
instigate research work in that field, 
was voegeertee by the War Department 
in December, 1934. Maxwell Field was at 
that time chosen for the headquarters 
of this Board, and the members thereof 
were assigned to full time duty in con- 
ducting its ahs 

mee D0 


Major Charles A, Pursley, Air Corps, 

received temporary appointment to the 
” ste! Lieut. Colonel, October 8,1938, 
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TORNADO NEAR RANDOLPH FIELD | OFFICERS OF OTHER BRANCHES FAMILIARIZE 





Tornadoes do occur in the vicinity of 
Randolph Field, Texas. The questioning 
of oldtimers has revealed that a small - 
tornado occurred during the construction 
of the field, but that the damames re- 
sulting therefrom were very slight. 

On September 7, 1938, alert weather 
men were surprised to see a dark funnel 
extending downward from a thunderstorm 
cloud about three miles northwest of — 
Randolph Field. The dark vortex bored : 
its way downward and reached the ground 
in the vicinity of Converse, a small 
town three miles northwest of Randolph 
Field, pulled up about two acres of cot- 
ton and, as One man put it, "It was 
raining cotton all around." The entire 
phenomenon lasted about five minutes. 


Flying Cadet Fendrich made an enviable | 
record in the weather course ~- he achiev- 
pho tographs' 


ed the notable feat of taking 
of this brief prank of nature. 

A 20-hour course in weather is being 
offered for the first time to the Re- 
serve officers assigned to Randolph 
Field for refresher training. Since 
this course is given between regular 
student classes, flying instructors have 
been invited to attend, this being the 
first opportunity for of them to 
attend the modern course in "Air Mass 
Analysis." 

Several of the Post Weather Office 
personnel are amovengens their knowledge 
of eit te twofold by attending 
classes at St, Mary's University, San 
Antonio, Texas, and acquiring the funda- 


mentals of meteorology, physics and alge- 


bra. 

Corporal A.W. Throgmorton, formerly of 
the Post Weather Office, reports a very 
instructive course at the Weather School 
at- Patterson Field, Fairfield, Ohio, 
which he is now en a Prior to his 
attendance at this school, he pursued a 
three-weeks' course in teletype mainten- 
ance, given by the Teletype Company at 
Chicago,. Ill. : 

The assignment of two of the enlisted 
weather forecasters on flying status has 
filled a long-felt need. These flights 
are being scheduled to make weather pre- 
dictions more accurate. It is felt that 
pilots will have more confidence: in ‘the 
men who have actually seen flying 
weather. 
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Captain Charles G, Brenneman, Air ~ 
Corps, was placed on the retired list 
effective October. 31, 1938, for disabil- 
ity incident to the service. = — 

Master Sergeant Arthur C. Foster, of 
the Headquarters and Head ters Squad- 
ron, Air Corps Advanced -F 
Kelly Field, Texas, was placed on the 
retired list at that field, effective 
October 31, 1938,  — 


‘Air Reserve, 
| Hamilton Field, Calif., writes as fol- 


_ency and wil 
, given, 


ing School, 





THEMSELVES WITH -AIR.CORPS FUNCTIONS 


In order to familiarize other person- 
nel of the Ary with the function and 
operation of the Air Corps, eight offi- 
cers of other branches of the sorvice 
were slated to arrive at Hamilton 
Field, Calif., to —— instruction 
for a period of two weeks in Meteorolo-~ 

, Operations and’ Dispatching, and to 
observe’ the working of the Photographic 


| and Parachute Departments. 


These officers are Major Walter A. 
Dumas, Infantry, from the 9th Corps 


| Area Headquarters, Presidio of San 


Francisco, Calif.; Captain William G, 
Holder, lst Lieuts: Joe C. Rast, John 
&. Metzler and 2nd Lieut. Iver A. 
Peterson, all Coast Artillery and from 
Fort Winfield Scott, Calif.; and lst 
Lieut..Robert. L. Love, 2nd Lieuts. Leon 
J.P. Rouge and John A. Norris, all In- 
fantry; from the Presidio of San 
Francisco, real 

Although none of the officers were to 
be required to fly, permission was to‘ 
be.accorded them to ae 7 gerne 
flights on photographic, bombing and 
reconnaissance ss 

eee) 


COMMENDATION FOR AIR CORPS ENLISTED MAN 


In a letter to the Commanding Officer 
of the 4th Air Base Squadron, March 
Field, Calif., lst Lieut. W.G. Carter, 
Sth Bombardment Squadron, 


lows: . 

"During our stay-at March Field, Sept- 
ember 16-20, 1938, we received splendid 
service from all technical maintenance 


and supply departments, and I wish es- 
veaint iy to commend the work of Sgt. 
David F, Miller. 


Serious leakage of oil from both en- 
gines on BG-17 caused an unusual job 
of 'Trouble-Shooting;!' during which the 
assistance rendered by Sgt, Miller was 
phatase | noticeable for the effici- 
ingness with which it was 


This is the second time this man's 


work has come to my attention, and in 
‘each case he gave a demonstration of 
‘steady, energetic skill‘ and resourceful- 


ness which expedited the job to an ex- 
tent plainly apparent to any observer. 
He headed the crew that brought an en- 
gine to my disabled B-12 at Lordsburg, 
New Mexico, several months ago, and 
performed an wo 1 change in the manner 
stated, under. difficult circumstances. 

I feel it is not amiss that his no- 
ticeably good performance be brought to 
the attention of his Commander." 

Captain Edgar 


T, Selzer, Air Corps, 


‘| received a temporary appointment to the 
of Major, effect 


ve October 16,'38. 
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STATION ASSIGNMENTS OF GRADUATES OF AIR CORPS TRAINING CENTER 


The 80 Flying Cadets who graduated 
from the Advanced Flying School, Kelly 
Field, Texas, October 5, 1938, and who 
have been commissioned second lieuten- 
ants in the Air Corps Reserve, have been 
assigned: to extended active duty at the 
Air Corps stations indicated below, viz: 


To the Hawaiian Department: 
eps | Sherman Cole 
Rudolph Emil. Flack 
Ronald Dean Hubbard . 
Arnold Frederick Adolph Kluever 
Gladwyn Earl Pinkston 
Robert ty | Quinn 
John Alva Roberts, Jr. 
Gerald Graham Robinson 
Raymond Paul Salzarulo 
Walter William Sparks, Jr. 
James Fred Starkey 
Robert Hartwell Stuart 
Joseph Charles Tuell 
Ira Francis Wintermte 

To Fort Lewis, Wash.;: 
Rowland Welis Hopper 


Reesor Mott Lawrence 


To Fort Rile Kansas: 
Houston Walker Longino, Jr, 
Charles Lewis Nothstein 

To L ley Field, Va.: 
Forrest nouston Baxter 
Harry J, Bullis 
Charles Marion Eisenhart 
Francis Robert Feeney 
Willard Asa Fountain 
Philip Henry Greasley 
John Patrick Heal 
Elton Earl.-Holcombe 
Glenn Elwood Hubbard 
William Elza McEntire 
Frank Edwin O'Brien 
Guy Hamilton Rockey 
Paul Schwartz 
Eriksen Emerson Shilling 
Van Hatton Slayden 
William Alexar.der Sullivan, Jr. 
Ozburn Early ‘taylor 
Arthur James Walker 
Sam Wilkins Westbrook 

To March Field, Calif.: 


ac $ 

Walter Erath Arnold, Jr. 
William John Bohnaker 
Robert Vernon DeShazo 
Edwin Smith Green 
Frederick James Knorre, Jr. 
James Robert Lindsay 
Charles Albert Nisbett 


Sig Rodgers Yo 
To uttchel Field, UY: 
omag P con 


Richard Murray Bylander 
Edward Richard Case 
Huntington Kerr Gilbert 
McHenry Hamilton, Jr. 
Allen Moore Howery 
John Max Knox 
- Frank Joseph McGinity 
Robert Ross McKechnie 
John Douglas Madre 














To Mitchel Field, N.Y,: 
Ernest Roderic Manierre 
Joe Lennard Mason 
John Peebles Proctor 
LeRoy Len Stefonowicz 

~ John Lynn Sullivan 
Wayne Earl Thurman 
Raymond Frederick Toliver 
Samuel Bey bes ee 
Paul John Yurkanis 

To Moffett Field, Calif,: 

Duane Louis Kime 
Leland Stanford McGowan 

To Hamilton Field, Calif.: 

John Noble Carlton : 
William Hubbert Cleveland 
Harold Douglas Courtney 

- John William Osborn 
William Jesse Prichard 
Frank ae Sharp 
Horace Milton Wade 


To Selfridge Field, Mich,: 
rewster War 
To Scott Field, I1l.; 
Harry Taylor son 
Maurice —— Fitzgerald 
Oscar Allen Heinlein 
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RANDOLPH FIELD NONCOMS. HOLD SMOKER 


The Noncommissioned Officers' Club, 
Randolph Field, Texas, held its ay 
smoker in the form of a "Dutch Lunch" in 
the west club building on Thursday, Oc- 





tober 13th. These smokers have gained 
opularity among the membership of the 
ae to the extent that the present club 


building does not meet the requirements 
for such activities, The Club's present 
membership, although not compulsory 
among the noncommissioned officers of 


-the command, boasts of more than 200 


members, 

Many of the newly appointed noncommis- 
sioned officers who have become members 
of the Club made their initial visit to 
it on the night of the smoker. They 


‘were welcomed by the President, Master 


Sergeant Brainard D. Booth, who offici- 
ated as master of ceremonies. The en- 
tertainment committee justified their 
offices in true Army form and made the 
evening very enjoyable. 

It is difficult to estimate the true 
value derived by all from this organiza- 
tion of noncommissioned officers in so- 
cial activities, but it is obvious that 
it tends to increase the morale and good 
fellowship of the command. There were 
yarns of away back, ‘when the "Jenny" and 
the"DH" were "it" — yarns of the days 
when we all choked on that standing col- 
lar, and parachutes were not in general 
use. "These reminiscences of the even- 
ing are enjoyed by all, for tomorrow we 
return to the modern Air Corps and 


oer ser carry on to yet higher 
a; = 


ontinued on Page 14). . 
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13TH ATTACK SQDN. IN FT. BRAGG MANEUVERS 


Early on the morning of October ist, 
the 13th Attack Squadron, composed of 
25 A-17A Attack airplanes, commanded by 
Majer Auby C. Strickland, Air Corps, de- 
parted in formation from Barksdale Field, 
La., fer Langley Field, Va., to partici- 
ate in the joint anti-aircraft-General 
eadquarters Air Force Maneuvers at Fort 


Bragg, N.C. The Squadron arrived at 
Langley Field at 5:00 p.m., having made 
ene stop enroute at Atlanta, Ga. 


A number of interesting dawn and night 
attack missions were conducted during 
the exercise, some in support of Bombard- 
ment Aviation, and severai independent 
Attack missions. 
ed an excellent opportunity fer the 
study of existing methods of attack, de-= 
velopment of new methods and the further 
training of personnel in this type of 
flying. Several of these missions were 
carried out under weather conditions un- 
favorable to flying but favorable to 
concealment, and the effects of varying 
conditions of visibility on both the 
hostile (Blue) defensive forces and 
friendly (Black) offensive air force 
were such as to merit further study. 

The officers of this Squadron with 
those of other visiting organizations 
were entertained at a dinner dance at 
the ps gd Pield Officers' Club on the 
night of October 8th, An excellent mess 
was served visiting organizations by the 
lst Air Base Squadron, and comfortable 
quarters were provided the 13th Attack 
Squadron by the 35th Pursuit Squadron. 

The oe eee from Langley 
Field on October i6th, taking off by 


elements and climbing through a low over-, 


cast. Assembly was effected enroute,and 
excellent time was made on the return 
trip. One stop was made at Maxwell 
Field, where efficient ground personnel 
completed refueling operations in a re- 
Marxably short time. 

The News Letter Correspondent express- 
es his belief that, from the standpoint 
of Attack Aviation, many valuable les- 
sons were learned from these exercises 
and that the training afforded in con- 
junction with Bombardment, Pursuit and 
anti-aircraft forces was invaluable. 
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COOPERATIVE: MISSIONS BY 9OTH ATTACK SQDN. 


The major portion of the month of Oc- 
tober was spent by the 90th Attack Squad- 
ron in preparing and sete sar in 
the cooperative missions with ground 
forces conducted for the Command and 
General Staff School of Fert Leavenworth, 
Kansas, The base of operations was at 
Fort Riley, Kansas. A flight of 9 
A-17A's, led by Mejor Paul L. Williams, 
Air Corps, Commanding Officer, left 
Barksdale Field, La., on October 15th, 
for Fort Riley.. Ten more A-17A's joined 


These exercises afferd-| 


the first flight on October 20th to par- 
ticipate in the GHQ Air Force demonstra- 
tion held there. 


@==000<.—= 
P-36A's BEGIN ARRIVING AT BARKSDALE 


Almost every day now, pilots of the 
20th Pursuit Group, Barksdale Field, 
/La., are leaving for Buffalo, N.Y., the 
|/home of the Curtiss aircraft factory, 
to ferry back the long awaited P-36A's. 
Each Squadron of the Group has three 
| airplanes now and hopes to have more 
in a few days. Every pilot in the 
| Group who has bcen checked off in the 
new ship seems to be very enthusiastic 
about it. A series of tests are being 
' prepared for this airplane to determine 
its fuel consumption and general per- 
formance for —_ use. . 
w—=—OU0 --— 


| LUKE TROPHY GOES TO 77TH PURSUIT SQDN. 


The 77th Pursuit Squadron, stationed 
at Barksdale Field, La., proudly ac- 
| claims acceptance of the Frank Luke 
Memorial Award for the second consccu- 
tive year. This coveted Trophy is 
awarded annually to the GHQ Air Force 
Pursuit unit scoring highest in aerial 
| gunnory training. 

Brigadicr General Frederick L. Martin, 
Commanding General of the Third Wing, 
| will formally present the Trophy to the 
ane Pursuit Squadron on November 5, 
| 1938. 
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"Smoker by Randolph Field Noncom, Officers 
(Continued from Fage 13). 


standards of this branch in which we 
have all own from recruits to old 
soldiers," is the way one veteran non- 
| commissioned officer summed up the 





/ evening. 


Noncommissioned officers ef other sta- 
par take 
cof the hospitality of this Club while 
sojourning Randolph = 
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BOLLING FIELD OFFICERS FLY IN "DST" PLANE 


| 
| Lieut. Colonel Floyd E. Galloway, Com- 
|manding Officer of Bolli Field, D.C., 
and a number of othor officers of the 
| post had an opportunity on October 20th 
| to fly in the latest "DST" sleeper 
| transport, built by Douglas and flown on 
| American Airlines on the transcontinent- 
al service. The occasion was the demen- 
| stration of the new Sperry-RCA Automatic 
Direction Finder. 

Several officers from the Office of 
the Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, 
D.C., also flew in the "DST" which is 
the largest commercial airplane in regu- 
lar service in the country. 
V-7879, A.C. 
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NEW COMMANDER FOR MAXWELL FIELD 


Colonel John H, Pirie, Air Corps, whs 
came to Montgomery, Ala., recently from 
March Field, Calif., assumed command of 
Maxwell Field, Ala., en October 4, 1938, 
and became Acting Commandant of the Air 
Corps Tactical School, replacing Colonel 
Albert L, Sneed, Air Gorps, who, sched- 
uled to retire from active service on 
December 31, 1938, returned to his home 
in the vicinity of San Francisco, Calif. 

As a token of their esteem, the offi- 
cers at Maxwell Field presented Colonel 
Sneed with a golf bag when bidding hin 
goodbye. Colonel Sneed had been among 
the most popular officials at Maxwell 
Field since his arrival there on July 
14, 1937, 

Colonel Pirie, in addition to being 


Commanding Officer of Maxwell Field, is 
head of the important Air ys Board, a 
group of ranki officers wit authority 


to promote and instigate research into. 
aviation problems and to study develop+ 
ments in this field as they occur. 

While omprenelng regret over the re- 
tirement of Colonel Sneed, the Tactical 
School personnel joined in welcoming the 
return thereto of ag te W.W. Welsh, fol- 
lowing his recovery from an illness which 
confined him at the Army and Navy Gener- 
al Hospital, Hot Springs, Ark.,for two 
months. Major iielsh wili resume the 
duties of Adjutant of the Tactical 
School, with Lieut. D.B. Schannep as as- 
Sistant. 


~--000--— 
RECENT CLIPPER TALE BELIEVED FALSE ALARM 


Manila papers recently devoted much 
space to reports from Filipino citizens 
living along the west coast of the Is- 
land of Samar that the "Hawaiian Clipper" 
was algp sed. in flames, and that it 
crashed into the sea in that vicinity on 
July 29th. It is thought, however, that 
the plane which the natives sighted was 
the Nichols Field Amphibian piloted by 
lst Lieut. Ralph 0, Brownfield, who was 
assigned the coastal regions »f Samar as 
part of the area to be covered by him in 
the extensive search which was then be- 
ing conducted by six airplanes from 
Nichols and Clark Fields, as well as by 
atplenes dispatched by the Navy. 

Lieut. Brownfield stated that many of 
the recent reports from Samar coincide 
with his movements on that date, in that 
he put the "Duck" down during the after- 
noon of July 30th in the region describ- 
ed by the reports, which was between the 
Tagapulan and Destacado Islands. He 
also stated that he flew through a cloud 
cenk before landing, and that the "black 
smoke" described in the reports might 
have been’from the exhaust of his plane 
which emits heavy vapor when the engine 
is "ginneq" just before landing, 


INTERCEPTION PROBLEM BY STH BOMB, GROUP 


On September 29th, the Sth Bombardment 
Group, Luke Field, T.H., performed ano- 
ther snkercen tee on the U.S, Army Trans- 
ort REPUBLIC, when the vessel was some 
Ba hours out of Honolulu, Departing 
from Makapuu Head at 1106, the Group, 
flying B-18 planes and led by Major John 
I, Moore, proceeded on a northeasterly 
course and intercepted the transport on 
schedule at 13193 at a distance of 329 
nautical miles from Oahu. The flight 
was made over scattered to broken clouds 
at an average altitude of 8,000 feet. 
Lieut. Colonel Robert C. Candee, com- 
mandi the 18th Wing, accompanied the 
formation, 

After passing over the vessel in sal- 
ute, the Group returned to Oahu, the 
squadrons performing individual naviga- 
tion. The landing at Hickam Field was 
made at 1600, after an uneventful but 
extremely vaiuable training mission. 

On board the transport REPUBLIC was 
Brigadier General Walter H, Frank, Air 
Corps, — to Hawaii to assume com- 
mand of the 18th Wing; Colonel Shepler 
W. FitzGerald, Air Corps, to assume com- 
mand of Luke Field and the 5th Bombard- 
ment Group; and Lieut. Colonel William 
E. Lynd, Air Corps, to take over the 
command of the. 18th Pursuit Group, 

Messages were exchanged between 
Colonel Candee and General Frank shortly 
after the formation departed from the 
transport enroute pe ay 
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COOPERATIVE MISSION BY 2ND OBS. SQUADRON 


The 2nd Observation 4 Nee of the 
4th Composite Group, Nichols Field,P.I., 
recently conducted cooperative training 
missions with the 60th Coast Artillery 
regiment, stationed at Fort Mills, 
Cerregidor, 

Two missions were carried out daily 
with anti-aircraft machine gun training. 
White sleeve targets, approximately 30 
feet long and 12 feet in circumference, 
were towed by an Observation airplane. 
The targets were operated from a wind- 
lass reel located under the fuselage of 
the plane and extended about 800 feet, 
attached to a cable. 

Approaching and parallel courses were 
flown. Upon the completion of each mis- 
sion, the targets were released and 
dropped on the Fort Mills landing field 
for the purpose of affording the Coast 
Artillery personnel an opportunity to 
observe the maneuver. Communication was 
coordinated between the airplane flying 
the mission and the radio stations at 
Fort Mills and-Nichols Field. 

First Lieuts. Tom W. Scott, John 0. 
Neal, Andrew Meulenberg, Frederick BE, 
Calhoun, 2nd Lieuts. James E. Gunn, Ed- 
ward W, Maschmeyer and Joseph J.Nazarro 
ae a ated in the missions, Private 

ester E, Gates operated the tow targets. 
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STUDENTS GRADUATE FROM TECHNICAL SCHOOL {| RANDOLPH FIELD ENGINEERING NOTES 


The academic section of the Chanute | With the completion of the training of 
Field Branch of the Air Corps Technical | the July Class of students at the Air 
Scheol announces the graduation on Octo- Bee Primary Flying School; Randolph 
ber 7, 1938, of twelve students in the Field, Texas, came a 15-day lull in fly- 
"Airplane Mechanics Course," and on |ing, which was very welcome, enabling 
Ooteber 21, 1938, of 48 students in the (the engineering department to catch u 
following courses: Radio Repairers and with its work. During this period, when 
Operators, 22; Airplane Mec ics, 14; | the maintenance Senge 9f the school 
Aircraft Welders and Sheet Metal Workers, | squadrons get a little vacation, the sta- 
12. tion oe personnel are kept busy 

Of the twelve students who graduated on, on the task of complying with tec ical 
on October 7th from the Airplane Mechan- | changes which could not be made during 


ics Course, three are from Hamilton | the training period. The Air Corps 
Field, Calif.; two from March Field, | shops make these changes and other re- 
Calif.; and one each from Barksdale pairs at this time, so that very little, 
Field, La.; Air Corps Detachment, 5th | if any, time is lost during the regular 
Corps Area; Fort Knox, Ky.; Brooks Field,| training period, when a maximum numbe 
Texas; 7th Corps Area Air Corps Detach- (%f airplanes are required. 
ment; Chanute Field, Ill. One unassign- | Randolph Field is confronted with a 


ed student has been ordered to duty with _ problem not present at any other Air 
the Air Corps Detachment at East Boston, | Ccerps station, in that during the last 





Mass. | portion of a class the majority of air- 
Of the 48 students who graduated on | planes average from five to eight hours 
October 2lst, 8 Radio papenrent and Op- (of flying daily, thus calling for 
erators, 11. Airplane Mechanics and 8 Air-| additional forty-hour inspections. 
craft Welders and Sheet Metal Workers __ The Station Engineering Officer and 
were unasSigned, These were distributcd Technical Inspector, Major W.M, Reid, 
to Air Corps stations, as follows: | being on leave, the duties of that de- 
Radio Repairers and Operators: Air |Partment during the month ef October 
Corps etreteent Pittepurch. Pa., 2; .feli on the shoulders of Captain H.W. 
Lowry Field, Denver, Colo., 1; Hawaiian Dorr who, in addition to these duties, 
Department, 3; Chanute Field, 1. 'is the Engineering Officer of the 1lth 
irplane Mechanics: Air Corps Detach- Air Base Squadron and shop Superinten- 
ment, West roint, N.Y., 1; Lowry Field, (dent... He is assisted in the shops by 
Denver, Colo., 1; Hawaiian Department, 2;|\ Master Sergeant H.F. Carmean. The in- 
Panama Canal Department, 3; Philippine | spection staff consists of Master Ser- 
Department, 2; Chanute Field, 2. 'geant Wallace (chief); Technical Ser- 
Aircraft Welders - Sheet Metal Workers:! geants Hohensee, Williams and Shaw; 
Lowry eld, Oxla., 1; | Staff Sergeants Griffin, Robinson, 


ie ; Fos 
Kelly Field, Texas, 1; Fort Lewis, Wash., Hadley and Soball. The Chief Clerk of 
1; Panama Canal Department, 3; Chanute _the Station Engineering Department is 


Field, 1. | Staff Sergeant A. Brown, whose assistant 
The graduates who came to the Technical)is Sergeant J.H. Carleton, 

School from various Air Corps stations At this time there have been 46 sets 

are enumerated below, as follows: ‘of slot assembly, wing, leading edge, 


Radio Repairers and Operators: Scott installed on the BT-9B series airplanes 
Field, Ill., 1; Barksdale Fislt La., 53; ,at Randolph Field. This installation 
Fort Lewis, 1; Chanute Field, 1; Hamil- (was designed to overcome certain undo- 
ton Field, 3; Moffott Field, Calif., 1; | sirable stalling characteristics of this 
rt Field, Ala., 1; Bolling Field, | type airplane. 

Airplane Mechanics: Barksdale Field, 1;/ 

Fort ee March Field, Calif., l. | MORE LAND FOR RANDOLPH FIELD ACTIVITIES 


Aircrart Welders - sheet Metal Workers: ; 
Fort Lewis, 1; Maxwe ield, 1; Marc An option has becn secured by the 


Field, 1; Kelly Field, 1. | Guaetermaskor at Randolph Field, Texas, 
siainemnanes 4s iMajor Franklin D, Sham, QM. C, for 
On October 28, 1938; 44 Radio Opera- \25 acres of land, located lz miles south 
tors and Repairers ard 25 Airplane Mech- jef that field, on the Converse-Graytown 
anic students at the Air Corps Technical Road, together with right-of-way there- 
School, Chanute Field, were scheduled to | to, for the erection of radio control 
' gtart training in their new departments. towers and the necessary buildings. 
These are the first students to complete |Fands sor. the purchase of this land were 
the basic instruction course started ‘appropriated by Congress last year. No 
this year. The addition of this new definite plans have been as yet formu- 
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course has made it possible to increase lated for the completion of this project. 

the Airplane Mechanics course from-15 to | 

25 students and the Radio aperrere and 
students. L 
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Operators course from 30 to- 














OBITUARIES 


The whole Air Corps was shocked and 
deeply grieved to learn of the death 
of Colonel Percy E. Van Nostrand, Air 
Cerps, commanding »fficer of March 
Yield, Calif., as the result of cardiac 
€ailure. Those who knew him well real- 
ized fully the ability and professional 
attainment of this popular officer, and 
his death leaves a gap which will be 
hard to fill. on 

Colonel Van Nostrand was born on 
August 6, 1887, at Washington, Iowa. He 
graduated in 1912 from the State Univer- 
sity of Iowa, receiving an A.B, degree. 

After serving as a commissioned offi- 
cer in the Iowa National Guard Infantr 
from August, 1909, to February, 1913, he 
accepted a commission as second lieuten- 
and in the Infantry, Regular Army, on 
March 3, 1913. He was promoted to lst 
Lieutenant on July 1, 1916; to Captain | 
on May 15, 1917; to Major; a sg Corps, 
October 23, 1917; to Major, Air Service, 
October 16, 1920; to Lieut. Colonel, Air 

orps, August 1, 1935, and to Colonel 
temporary) June 17, 1938. 

During the World War, Colonel Van 
Nostrand was one of the oarly settlers 
at Kelly Field, Texas, and he was Adju- 
tant of that post until May 14, 1918, 
when he was transforred to the Army 
Balloon §chool at Fort Omaha, Neb., for 
duty as a student. Upon the completion 
of the lighter—than-air course at that 
school he was, on August 15, 1918, rated 
as a Balloon Observer. He remained at 
Fort Omaha, serving as Executive Officer, 
until December 26, 1918, when he report- 
ed for duty as Executive Officer, Balloon 
and Airship Division, Office sf the Di- 
rector of Air Service, Washington, D.C. 
During his tour of duty in Washington, 
he served at various times as Acting 
Chief of the Balloon and Airship Divi- 
Sion and was a member of several boards 
and committees, among them the Aero- 
nautical Board and the Helium Board, 

For several months during the lattor 
part of 1921, Colonel Van Nostrand was 
on temporary duty in England in connec- 
tion with tne inspection of the Airship 
R-38, He was also on temporary duty in 
France and Germany in connection with 
Sirship activities. Shortly following 
his return to Washington, in October, 
1921, he was —r, assigned to 
duty at Langley Field, Va., as a student 
at the Airship School and, upon the com- 
Sletion of the course of instruction he 


was, en January 21, 1922, assigned as 
acti Assistant Chief of the Lighter- 
vhan-Air branch of the Training. and War 


flans Division and Chief of the Schools 

Section, Office of the Chief of Air Ser- 
-Cs,. iY eee : ° : 

:n November, 1922, Colonel VanNestrand 

Was assigned to duty as Army observer in 





connection with the airship ZR-1 at the 


Naval Aircraft Factory at Philadelphia, 
Pa. In March, 1923, he was assigned to 
duty at the Naval Aircraft Station at 
Lakehurst, N.J., to take a rigid airship 
training course. 

From March to July, 1924, he was on 
temporary duty at Brooks Fiela, Texas, 
and he was then transferred to.the Ad- 
vanced Flying School at Kelly Field, 
Texas, where he completed the course in 
advanced observation, During the two 
years following, he completed the course 
at the Air Corps Tactical School at 


Langley Field, Va., and the Command and 
General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 


Colonel Van Nostrand began his tour of 
foreign service in the Hawaiian Depart- 
ment in August, 1926, being on duty as 
Commanding Officer of Luke Field and the 
5th Composite Group until August, 1929, 
when he returned to Langley Field for 
duty as Instructor at the Tactical 
School. In May, 1931, when the Tactical 
School was moved to Maxwell Field, Ala., 
he was in command of that post to 
August llth cf that year, and served 
temporarily as Acting Commandant of the 
Tactical.School. Thereafter, until . 
July, 1932, he was Executive Officer at 
Maxwell Field. 

— his graduation from the Army War 
College in June, 1933, Colonel Van 
Nostrand was on duty for a year as As- 
sistant Commandant of the Air Corps 
Technical School at Chanute Field, 
Rantoul, Ill. He then returned to 
Washington to pursue the one-year course 
of instruction at the Army Industrial 
College and, following his graduation 
therefrom in June, 19455, he was detail-. 
ed as a member of the War Department 
General Staff. Three years later, in 
June, 1938, he was assigned to duty at 
March Field, Calif. 

Funeral services 
Comms officer were held at the Arlington 
National Cemetery on the mg ef 
October 22nd, the following officors 
serving as honorary pallbearers: 
Colonels Rush B. Lincoln, H.H.C.Richards, 
Clarence L, Tinker, Lieut. Colonels. 

M.F, Davis and H.M. McClelland, Air 
Corps, and Lieut. Colonel W.E. Shipp, 
Cavalry, General Staff Corps. 

Major John H, Gardner, Air Corps, was 
the victim of a eh { distressing acci- 
dent at Sherman Field, Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, on October 15, 1938. He .was 
walking across the ramp preparatory to 
making a flight and, unaware of the 
approach of a BC airplane which was be- 
ing slowly taxied in his direction, he 
was struck by the propeller. The pilot 
of the airplane did not see Major 


for the deceased Air 


‘Gardner. 


Of a pleasing personality and one 
79, A.C. 


— - f 








which inspired confidence, Major Gardner 
was held in high regard by his brother 
officers, and his death constitutes a | 
distinct loss. ‘ 

Born on May 30, 1896, at-Alamo, Calif., | 
he graduated in 1916 from the Mt. Tamal- | 

ais Military Academy, San Rafael, 
balif, and then entered as student at | 
the Leland Stanford, Jr. University at 
Palo Alto, Calif., which he attended for | 
about six months when, on October l, | 
1917, he enlisted as a Private, lst 
Class, in the Aviation Section, Signal 
Corps. 

Seolesies as a student at the School of 
paver ge | Aeronautics, Berkeley, Calif. 
from which he graduated in January, 1918, 
he was transferred to Kelly Field, Tex., 
for his flying training and, upon com- 

letion of same, was commissioned a 
Seaetek Lieutenant on March 26, 1918,and | 
assigned to active duty at Camp Dick, 
Dallas, Texas, as assistant to the Chief | 
Wireless Instructor. The following | 
month he was transferred to Taliaferro 
Field, Hicks,’ Texas, and he served as 
ete instructor at the Aerial Gumery 
School thereat until September, 1918, 
when he was assigned to duty as Assis- 
tant Engineering Officcr. 

In September, 1919, Major Gardner was 
assigned as Engineering Officer of the 
90th Aero Squadron at Sanderson, Texas, 
and he served with this organization un- 
til November 7, 1920, when he was trans- 
ferred to — Field, Texas, for duty 
~ Chief, Airplane Division, Air Park 

roup. 

On March 31, 1921, he reported at the 
Air Service Communications School at 
Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla., where he 
was on ony as a student for five months; 
in the Engineering Department for one 
month; as instructor and supply officer 
for five months and as commanding officer! 
of the Post Field detachment at the San 
Antonio Air Depot for two months. 

Assigned on June 25, 1922, to duty at 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, I1l., he was 
stationed thereat for slightly over ea 
year, performi the duties of instruc- 
tor at the Air Service Communications 
School and abe? Officer. 

In September, 1923, and for a period 
of four years thereafter, _ rdner 
was etationed at France Field, Panama 
Canal Zone, and he served as Aajutant 
of the Post and later as Commanding Of- 
ficer of the 6th Composite Group Head- 
yous and as Adjutant of the 24th 

suit Squadron. He also performed 
squadron duty with the 25th Bombardment 


ee. 
or a period of six years from October 
1, 1927, Major Gardner was on duty at 
Nashville, Tenn., as Air Corps instruc- 
tor of the Sth Division, Tennessee 
National Guard. During the school year 
1933-1934, he was a student.at the Air 
Corps Tactical School at Maxwell Field, 
Ale., and, following his graduation, he 





: 
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was assigned to the Municipal Airport 

at Seattle, Wash., for duty with the 
Organized Reserves of the 9th Corps 
Area. He began his duty as a student 
at the Command and General Staff School 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in Septem- 
ber, 1938, 

Major Gardner was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant in the Air Service, 
Regular Army, on July. 1,° 1920, and was 
promoted to First Lieutenant on the 
same date; to Captain, Air Corps, on 
November 1, 1931, and to Major Foam 
rary) on June 16, 1936. 


The Air Corps expresses its deep sym- ’ 
pathy to the bereaved families of the 
deceased Air Corps officers. 


---000--- 


WAR DEPARTMENT SPECIAL ORDERS 
Changes of Station 


Upon the completion of their tour of 
oany in the Hawaiian Department, the 
following-named Air Corps officers are 
assigned to stations, as follows: 








To Chanute Field, 111.; 2nd Lieut. 
uss oC 
To Duncan Field, Texas: 2nd Lieut. 


Martin A, Bateman. 
To Fort Brag N,C.: Ilst Lieut. 
George F. omy to feth Obs. Squadron. 
To Maxwell Field, Ala.: lst Lieuts. 


Leland §. Stranathan and Kenneth A, 


Rogers. 





To Langley Field, Va.; end Lieut. 
Joseph A, Thomas. 
To March Field, Calif.: 2nd Lieut. 


James C, Cochran. 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y,: 2nd Lieut, 
Earl §, Bates, Jr.; Captain Donald W. 
Titus and lst Lieut. Maurice M, Simons, 
for duty with 97th Observation Seer: 

To Randolph Field, Texas: 2nd Lieut. 
Louis W, Proper. © . 

The following-named officers were as- 
signed to duty in the Hawaiian Depart- 
ment: Captain George R. Bienfang, from 


‘Barksdale Field, La.; lst Lieuts. Gordon 


A. Blake, Chanute Field; Hugh F, 
McCaffery, Langley Field; Arno H, 
Luehman, March Field. 

To Bolli Field, D.C.: 
ene H, Beebe, from 
© Mitchel Field, N.Y.: 


lst Lieut. 
ght Field 
lst Lieut. 


0. 


Arthur A, Fickel, trom Panama Canal 


Dept. 


The following named Air Reserve offi- 
cers have been assigned to extended ac- | 
tive duty at the stations indicated: : 
2nd Lieut. Andrew Dale Moore, of ‘ 


Berwyn, Ill., to Selfridge Field, Mich., 
to November i 1941, © 

end Lieut. Jon Ansel Laird, of Wago, 
Texas, to Randolph Field, Texas, to 
October 13,.1940. 


---000--- 
V-7879, A.C. 





